
CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Upon This Rock: Week 3 

 
THE BODY OF CHRIST: HOW THE GOSPEL BUILDS COMMUNITY 

 
Brief Review:  
Justification, Sanctification, Fruit and Root sins, Common Virtue  
 
Objective for Today:  
To understand how the power of the gospel creates Christian community by exploring the Bible's 
teaching on the nature and work of the church.  
 
Introduction:  To be a Christian is to be      to Christians. 
 
I. Reconciled to All Who are Reconciled  

 
"Remember you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down the 
hostility by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace and might reconcile us both to God 
in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace 
to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father." – Ephesians 2:11-18  

 
 

A. Who We Were    Christ 
 
1. Separated from Christ  
2. Alienated from Community 
3. Stranger to the Covenant Promises  

 
Result: No Hope, Without God  

 
B. Who We Are      Christ 

 
1. Brought Near Christ  
2. Made to be a Community  
3. Promises Preached to Us  

 
Result: Making Peace and Reconciliation, Access to the Father  

 
The church is...made up of natural enemies. What binds us together is not common education, 
common race, common income levels, common politics, common nationality, common 
accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. Christians come together...because they 
have all been saved by Jesus Christ and owe him a common allegiance. They are a band of 
natural enemies who love one another for Jesus' sake. – D.A. Carson  

  



II. Metaphors the Church Lives By  
 
A. The Church as      

 
"So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built on the foundations of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit." – Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
"So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are 
of the household of faith." – Galatians 6:10   
 
Uncomfortable Implications  
• No Choice: You don't choose your family 
• No Privacy: You are really known  
• No Boundaries: You are taking a huge risk  
 

B. The Church as      
 
"And he gave apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ...We are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly makes 
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” – Ephesians 6:11-12, 15-16 
 
"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it." – I Cor.12:27  

 
"We are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another." – Romans 12:5  
 
Uncomfortable Implications  
• No Independence: You are profoundly interdependent  
• No Self-Made Man: You are made by others.  
• No More "No Strings Attached": You are responsible to and for others. 
 
COMMITTING TO THE GOSPEL TOGETHER—OUR MEMBERSHIP VOWS 
 
1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His 

displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?  
2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do 

you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 
3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?  
4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?  
5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to 

study its purity and peace?  
 
 
Next Week's Topic – “Christ’s Church, Christ’s Way: Trusting the Ordinary Means of Grace"  
Want to prepare? Read Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 2:42-47   


