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If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the glory 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the sending 
out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy of 
salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to meet 
you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door of the 
chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of 

darkness into his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this 
present reality as God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives 
their sins, teaches them from his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and 

then sends them out to live what they have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into 
His presence. 

 
 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath—Angels from the Realms of Glory, Vs 4 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; Music REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart, 1867. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 33:1, 18-22 
 

Pastor:  Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. 
 

All:   Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,  
on those who hope in his steadfast love, 

 

Reader 1: He will deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 
 

Reader 2: Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 
 

Pastor:  For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
 

All:   Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 

Hymn of Praise—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
Text: Latin Antiphons, 12th century, Tr. John Mason Neale, 1851 

Music: VENI EMMANUEL, Plainsong, 13th century, Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856 
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Hymn of Expectation—Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1745; Music: American Melody. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Old Testament Reading—Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 

3 and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
 

Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 
 

Sung Response——Lord, Have Mercy 
 

 
Text: Luke 18:13; Music: FRANKLIN KYRIE, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 
Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Isaiah 59:1-2, 9-13 

 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Behold, Your hand is not shortened, that it cannot save,  
or Your ear dull, that it cannot hear;  

 

All:  But our iniquities have made a separation between us and our God,  
and our sins have hidden His face from us. 

 

Pastor: Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us;  
 

All:  We hope for light, and behold, we get darkness.  
We hope for brightness, but we walk in gloom.  

 

Pastor: We grope for the wall like the blind; we grope like those who have no eyes;  
we stumble at noon as in the twilight,  

among those in full vigor we are like dead men.  
 

All:  We hope for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us.  
 

Pastor: For our transgressions are multiplied before You, and our sins testify against us;  
 

All:  For our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities:  
 

Pastor: We have sinned, and denied the Lord, and turned back from following our God. 
  
 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
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Assurance of Pardon—1 Timothy 1:15-17 
 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn of Expectation—Psalm 72: O God, To Thine Anointed King 
 

 
Text: Psalm 72, The Psalter, 1912; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2009. Used by Permission 

 
 
 



 8 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
that the mountains might quake at your presence— 

2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 

5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father, we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all your people. 
 

Elder:   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—Christmas: A Long Time Coming, Part 1 
   —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Vs 1 

 
Text: Latin Antiphons, 12th century, Tr. John Mason Neale, 1851 

Music: VENI EMMANUEL, Plainsong, 13th century, Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856 
 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 
Sursum Corda 
 

Elder:  The Lord be with you.        
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Elder:  Lift up your hearts.         
 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Elder:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Elder:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You,  
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
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Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
* “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either 
side for the wine/grape juice. 
 

Hymn of Promise—Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 
 

 Text: Johannes G. Olearius, 1671, Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Genevan Psalter, 1551. 
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Hymn of Communion—Of the Father’s Love Begotten, Vs 1-5 

 
 

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, 12th century Plainsong 
 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one 
of the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant 
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If 
what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give 
me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary 
steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Hark! a Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

 
Text: 5th century, trans. Edward Caswall, 1849; Music: MERTON (MONK), William H. Merton, 1850 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

The root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles;  
in Him will the Gentiles hope. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Amen. 

 
 
 

Sung Response—To Us a Child of Hope is Born, Vs 1 

 
Text: John Morrison, 1781; Music: KINGSFOLD, English Folk Tune. 
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR AND ADVENT 
 
 

God built within His people an innate desire to celebrate, to mark seasons and events, to set 
up “stones of remembrance” so that we do not forget His goodness and promises. One method 
that the Church has used over time is dividing each year according to the events in the life of 
Christ—a reminder of redemptive history. Although the Church Calendar is not prescribed by 
Scripture, it can be a useful framework or tool to help walk our hearts through the Gospel every 
year.  

 
The major divisions of the liturgical year are: 

• Advent—The four Sundays leading to Christmas; preparation for the coming of Christ and 
the need for a Savior 

• Christmas and the Twelve Days—Celebration of the Incarnation and the Gift of Christ, our 
Redeemer 

• Epiphany—January 6; Coming of the Magi for Christ is the Light of the World; Hope for 
the Gentiles; Kingship of Christ 

• Lent—from Ash Wednesday to Easter; repentance and reflection; recognition that our 
sinfulness leads to the cross; intentional time to exercise the disciplines of grace 

• Holy Week—Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday; Jesus as King, Priest, 
Prophet; The remembrance that the shedding of blood was necessary for the forgiveness of 
sins 

• Easter—Resurrection of the Living Lord; the conquering of death and sin 
• Ascension—Christ in Power at the right hand of the Father; Christ interceding as the 

Mediator 
• Pentecost—Coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church; God sends out His 

people as the Church 
• Ordinary Time—The weeks between Pentecost and Advent; Living in light of the Gospel 

as the Church 
 
This Sunday begins the season of Advent which is the start of the liturgical year. Advent 

(which means “coming”) is the season of the church year comprised of the four Sunday’s before 
Christmas. The color associated with this period is purple because it is both reflective of 
kingship and mourning. Advent is set aside for reflection and repentance as an opportunity to 
prepare one’s heart for the coming of Christ—both His first and second coming. We recall the 
effect of sin in our hearts and in the world and our great need for a Savior. As we read and sing 
Scripture and hymns of expectation, longing, and prophecy, we have the assurance that all of 
these hopes were fulfilled in the incarnation of Christ even as we anticipate the second coming 
of the Savior. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
 
 
 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Tony Giles (430-8801) or tony@cstonepres.org 

Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 
Administrative Assistant: Susan Bumpus (618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 

Home Fellowship Coordinator: Randy Allen (260-1884) or randmanrx@gmail.com 
Nursery Coordinator: Linda VanGorden (406-4431) or vangordenlinda@yahoo.com 

Elementary Sunday School Questions: Laura Coughlin (390-4201) or walkinglalo@mac.com 
 

Ruling Elders 
Terry Cheney (579-7089)     Cy Fenton (500-5304)    Jim Smith (347-4188) 
Chuck Emerson: Emeritus (661-9273) Stacy McGuire (339-3900)*  Greg Wilbur (512-4156) 

 

Deacons 
Clint Branch (516-9855)   Kevin McClung (243-9228)   Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Joe Haworth (289-7543)   David Steffens (513-4873)   Bob Vermilye (599-9577) 
Riley May (866-8662)*    *On Sabbatical  

 

Post Office Box 407 h Franklin, Tennessee  37065 h  

www.cornerstonepresfranklin.org h (615) 618-4707 
 

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 
 


