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Pastoral Notes 

Dear Cornerstone Family,  
 
Back in September, the elders approved a two-week officer nomination season for new officers. During that season, 
twenty-five different men were nominated for office. It was by far the largest single group of officer nominees in 
Cornerstone’s twelve-year history!  
 
After conversations with nominees regarding qualifications for office, the work of elders and deacons, and the 
training requirements, fourteen men accepted their nomination and agreed to move forward with training. The 
fourteen men are: Jeff Alldredge, Preston Brooks, Terry Cheney, Doug Ford, Kerry Hart, Sean Kelley, Mike 
Kretsinger, Tim McCoy, Matt Michaud, Matt O’Roark, William Tice, Taylor Thompson, Carl Ware, and Craig 
Westerbeek.   
 
Two of the fourteen men listed above are in a unique situation, and due to the uniqueness of their situation, the 
elders voted to expedite their process toward officership. Let me explain why.  
 
Mr. Preston Brooks was nominated and trained as an officer last year. But instead of 
moving toward office at that time, Preston stepped toward an even greater need. He 
became a part time Interim Youth Director. When “interim” is a part of your title, 
the implication is you won’t be in that position forever. Given that, Preston and I 
agreed that once his service as Interim Youth Director concluded, we would revisit 
the question of officership. As many of you will remember, back in the summer Mr. 
Drew Abercrombie was hired as the Director of Youth and Families, relieving 
Preston of his duties with youth. When Preston was renominated in September, he 
immediately stepped toward the opportunity to serve as an officer.  
 

Mr. Terry Cheney served as an elder at Cornerstone for five years before moving to 
Florida three years ago. Much to our delight, the Lord called Terry and his wife, 
Barbara, back to middle Tennessee and to Cornerstone at the beginning of this year. 
When Terry was nominated in September, he agreed to move back toward serving 
as an elder of the church.  
 
This week on Tuesday, November 14, at our regularly stated session meeting both 
Preston Brooks and Terry Cheney were examined, sustained, and are unanimously 
recommended to you for election as elders on Sunday, December 31, at 9:45 a.m. 
in the chapel. All communing members are eligible to vote and are strongly 

encouraged to participate in the election.  
 
Over the next few weeks, we will provide more information about Mr. Brooks and Mr. Cheney, so that you can get 
to know them better and prepare to vote your conscience on Sunday, December 31. In the meantime, please pray 
for Mr. Brooks and Mr. Cheney and for God’s will to be accomplished through the election on December 31.  
 
Your servant,  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of darkness into his 
light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this present reality as God calls 

his people and reveals himself, forgives their sins, teaches them from his Word, the 
Bible, feeds them, and then sends them out to live what they have learned. 

 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 

 
 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements, and Preparation 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 
 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word 
and calls us into His presence. 
 
 
 
 
 

Introit—Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, Vs 1 & 2 
  

 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; Music: ST. DENIO, Traditional Welsh Melody.  
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Call to Worship—from Psalm 22:22-23, 26-28 
 

Pastor:  Tell of my name to your families, in the midst of the congregation offer praise. 
All:  We who fear You, LORD, will praise You.  

We will glorify You and stand in awe of You. 
Pastor: For kingship belongs to me, and I rule over the nations. 
All:  The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;  

those who seek You shall praise Your name! 
Pastor: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,  
All:  and all the families of the nations shall worship before You. 

 

Hymn of Praise—Holy God We Praise Your Name 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th century, Attr Ignace Franz, 1774;Music: GROSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 
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+++New Arrivals, please wait in the Narthex to be seated. 
Following the Confession of Sin, Ushers will assist you.+++ 

 

 
New Testament Reading—Luke 1:11-17 

 

11 And there appeared to him (Zechariah) an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said 
to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice 
at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children 
of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 
Lord a people prepared.” 
 
Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord.    
All:    Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s 
favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Holy Father, Hear My Cry, vs 1 & 2  

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1843; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2010. Used by permission.  
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Congregational Confession of Sin—Malachi 3:6-7 

 

Leader: “For I the LORD do not change;  
 

All: therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
 

Leader: From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes  
 

All: and have not kept them. 
 

Leader: Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts. 
And so we pray together:  

 
 

O Lord, make us to know your ways, 
and teach us your paths. 

Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation; 
for you we wait all the day long. 

Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old. 

Remember not the sins of our youth or our transgressions; 
according to Your steadfast love remember us, 
for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 

You are good and upright and instruct sinners in the way, 
You lead the humble in what is right and teach the humble Your way. 

For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. 
Turn to us and be gracious to us, for we are lonely and afflicted. 

Relieve the troubles of our hearts, and bring us out of our distress. 
Consider our affliction and trouble, and forgive all our sins. 

May integrity and uprightness preserve us, for we wait for You. 
Redeem us, O God, out of all of our troubles.  

 
(c.f. Psalm 25:4-22) 

 

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon—from Colossians 3:1-4  
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. 

 
+++New Arrivals are Welcome to be Seated+++  
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Psalm 67: O God, To Us Show Mercy 
 

 
Text: Psalm 67, The Psalter, 1912; Music: MEIRIONYDD, Welsh Hymn Melody, William Lloyd, 1840; alt 2008. 

 
 
New Member Introductions 

Jeff & Anna Fieldson; Dan & Debbie McGee; Jason & Kristy Crook & Judith, Jasper, Mallory, Reuben; 
Robert & Martha May & Abraham, Peter, Jeremiah 
 
Charlie & Debbie Sturdivant; Walt & Annette Valentine; Sara Simmons 
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Malachi 4:1-6 
 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing 
in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, 
for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for 
all Israel. 

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 
6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 
come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”  

 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
 

Sermon—Malachi: God’s Unchanging Love, part 7 
The Sun of Righteousness               —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—My God, My Portion, and My Love vs 1 & 5 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, from Southern Harmony. 

 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Sung Response—Sanctus 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009.  
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond 
in thanksgiving. 

 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. Proceed to the first table for the bread, and then to the second for 
wine/juice. 
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Psalm of the Month—Psalm 105:1-10 O Thank the Lord 
 

 
Text: Book of Psalms for Singing, 1973; based on Psalm 105:1–11 © 2009 Crown & Covenant Publications;  

Music: Johnson’s Tennessee Harmony, 1818; adapted & harmonized by Greg Wilbur 2012, 4-Part by Thomas Grassi 
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Communion Hymn—I Will Glory in My Redeemer 
 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©2001 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP). Text and Music: Steve and Vikki Cook, 2001. 

 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following prayers. 
 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, 
teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and 
that leads to the life you promise. Amen 
 
Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I 
am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved 
in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people and live in the 
fullness of your Spirit. Amen  
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Mighty Lord, Extend Your Kingdom 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Cottle, 1828; Music: Gregory D Wilbur, 2008. © 2008 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste 
of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 
 

Benediction—from Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may 
do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
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Welcome to Cornerstone! If you are visiting with us today, we are glad you’re here and would love 
the opportunity to welcome you personally. We invite you to fill out the visitor card available in the pew in front of you. 

Please drop it in the offering boxes at either chapel entrance as you leave. 
 

 

Focus on Church Ministry
 
Cornerstone Anniversary Service 
We will celebrate the 12th anniversary of Cornerstone on 
Sunday, November 26. On that Sunday, we will take time 
in worship to remember God’s faithfulness to us and enjoy 
a church-wide fellowship on the grounds between services 
in lieu of Sunday School (weather 
permitting). We need your help to provide 
food! Please scan this QR code to view the 
sign-up sheet. 
 
Nursery Ministry 
You have the opportunity to serve the tiniest covenant 
members of your Cornerstone family each Sunday by 
caring for them in the nursery. Don’t miss this blessing! 
Let Christy Shurden know if you would like to volunteer. 
Contact: nursery@cstonepres.org (You must have been a 
member of Cornerstone for a minimum of six months to 
serve in the nursery, children’s, or youth ministries.) 
 
Life at the Corner Podcast 
Have you listened to this week’s episode? What did you 
think? We would love to hear from you! Please send 
feedback or questions to lifeatthecorner@cstonepres.org.  
 
Christmas Concert 
Mark your calendars! Cornerstone will celebrate this 
upcoming season with a Christmas Concert on Thursday, 
December 7, at 7:00 p.m. The choir will perform a number 
of wonderful historical and contemporary pieces to help 
us prepare our hearts and rejoice in the coming of the Lord. 
 

 

 
Children’s Sunday School Assistant Needed! 
The children’s ministry has a pressing need for an assistant 
in our 3rd/4th grade Sunday School class. Consider if you 
can serve the kids of our congregation in this season. Please 
reach out if you can help. elementary@cstonepres.org 
 
Women’s Christmas Party  
Cornerstone Women are invited to kick off the season 
with our annual Christmas party at the home of Julie 
Kesler (1106 Gray Fox Lane) at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
November 27. We will be collecting gifts for 
GraceWorks’ Manger again this year—you can read all 
about this wonderful ministry at graceworkstn.org, as well 
as see a list of most needed items. Please bring an appetizer 
and/or dessert to share. Let us know you’re planning to 
come by signing up on the website or in the app! 
 
New Home Fellowship Groups 
Here at Cornerstone, we want every member to be actively 
engaged with other believers in fellowship, communion, 
and prayer. Part of the way this happens is through Home 
Fellowship Groups. Contact Tony (tony@cstonepres.org) 
for more information regarding HFGs forming in Franklin 
and Spring Hill. 
 
Youth Christmas Party 
The youth are having a Christmas party on December 6 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. We will gather at the Allen’s house 
(2940 McLemore Circle) to have food, Christmas games, 
and a white elephant gift exchange. Come wearing an ugly 
Christmas sweater, bearing a favorite Christmas treat (one 
per family) and a $10-$15 gift for the exchange. We 
expect to have a laugh-filled evening together as we enjoy 
the season and one another. 
 
Giving 
There are boxes for tithes and alms at both entrances to 
the Chapel, or you may give safely and securely online 
through the website and app. 



 

Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message, “The Sun of Righteousness” is taken from Malachi 4:1-6. Please take time to discuss the questions below 
with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG). 
 

• How does this text relate to the Israelites during the time of Malachi’s writing? How does it relate to us and our 
future?  

 

• What does it mean for the sun of righteousness to rise with healing in his wings?  
 

• At the end of the Old Testament, we’re called to remember what happened at the beginning of the Old Testament. 
Why is this?  
 

• Who is Elijah? What does it mean to have the fathers and children’s hearts turned toward one another?  
 

• How was the gospel on display in today’s service?  
 
 
 
 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (615-618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Tony Giles (615-430-8801) or tony@cstonepres.org 

Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (615-512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 
Office Administrator: Robin Spychalski (615-618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 

Church Life Coordinator: Dan Fiedler (615-812-4032) or dan@cstonepres.org 
Women’s Ministry Director: Martha Brooks (615-591-1683) or women@cstonepres.org 

Men’s Ministry: men@cstonepres.org 
Young Adult Ministry: Taylor Thompson )0848-371-717(  or youngadults@cstonepres.org 

Director of Youth and Families: Drew Abercrombie (407-489-1724) or drew@cstonepres.org 
Children’s Director: Meredith Suits (865-250-3579) or elementary@cstonepres.org 

Nursery Coordinator: Christy Shurden or nursery@cstonepres.org 
Administrative Assistant for Discipleship: Kelley Shell (662-231-9814) or kelley@cstonepres.org 

Home Fellowship Information: HFG@cstonepres.org 
Prayer Requests: prayer@cstonepres.org 

 

Ruling Elders 
Randy Allen (615-260-1884)     Will Kesler (423-313-7493)    Jim Payne (615-497-0613) 
Chuck Emerson: Emeritus (615-943-8443) John Millard (423-443-8852)    Jim Smith (615-347-4188) 
Joe Haworth (615-289-7543)     Ron Moffat (629-215-5135)     

 
   

Deacons 
Mark Elliott (615-477-1041)     Mike Payne (615-579-6453)    Matt Suits (706-218-2823) 
Matt Faulk (714-801-7596)     Wes Pittman (615-406-6209)    Casey Taggart (662-813-3563) 
Dan Fiedler (615-812-4032)     Brent Roberts (615-394-0662)    Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Mark Mitchell (630-835-7754)    Jim Robinson (615-587-0442)    Bob Vermilye (615-943-8139) 
              *Todd Russell (615-319-4803)     

 

*On Sabbatical        
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