
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 
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If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the glory 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the sending 
out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy of 
salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to meet 
you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door of the 
chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of 

darkness into his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this 
present reality as God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives 
their sins, teaches them from his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and 

then sends them out to live what they have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into 
His presence. 

 
 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 
 

Introit—Christ is Made the Sure Foundation, Vs 1 

 
Text: Unknown Author, 7th century, Trans by John M. Neale, 1851; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart, 1867. 
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Call to Worship—from Psalm 22:19-23, 25-28 
 

Pastor: You, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
 

All:  Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 
 

Pastor: Save me from the mouth of the lion!  
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! 

 

All:  I will tell of your name to my brothers;  
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 

 

Pastor: You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,  
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

 

All:  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 

 

Pastor: The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD! 
 

All:  May your hearts live forever! 
 

Pastor: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 

 

All:  For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1746; Music: DARWALL, John Darwall, 1770. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—Glory be to God the Father 
 

 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
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Old Testament Reading—Psalm 40:1-4, 9-17 
1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 
4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 
10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation. 

11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 

12 For evils have encompassed me beyond number; my iniquities have overtaken me, and I cannot see; 
they are more than the hairs of my head; my heart fails me. 

13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me! O LORD, make haste to help me! 
14 Let those be put to shame and disappointed altogether who seek to snatch away my life; 

let those be turned back and brought to dishonor who delight in my hurt! 
15 Let those be appalled because of their shame who say to me, “Aha, Aha!” 

16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the LORD!” 

17 As for me, I am poor and needy, but the LORD takes thought for me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God! 
 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Hear My Prayer (from Psalm 86) 

 
Text & Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. Used by permission. 
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Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 6 
 

Pastor: O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath. 
 

All:  Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing;  
heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled. 

 

Pastor: My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O Lord—how long? 
 

All:  Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? 
 

All:  I am weary with my moaning; 
every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping. 

 

Pastor: My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes. 
 

All:  Depart from me, all you workers of evil, 
for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 

 

Pastor: The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord accepts my prayer. 
 

All:  All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; 
they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment. 

 

Pastor: Save me, O Lord, for your mercies’ sake. 
  

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 

 
 

Sung Response—Lamb of God 

 
 

Text: John 1:29; Music: FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Colossians 1:21-22 
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled 
in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him. 
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Hymn of Praise—Psalm 5: Hear My Words 

 
Text: Psalter 1912; Music: Gregory Wilbur, Adapted from Keine Schonheit hat die Welt by Johann Scheffler, 1657 

 
 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Daniel 6:1-28 
 

1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and 
over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so 
that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high 
officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the 
whole kingdom. 4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against 
Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because 
he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any 
ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King 
Darius, live forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors 
and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that 
whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the 
den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore 
King Darius signed the document and injunction. 

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had 
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11 Then these men came by 
agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. 12 Then they came near and said 
before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who 
makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of 
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lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is 
one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but 
makes his petition three times a day.” 

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver 
Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to 
the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no 
injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 

16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king 
declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was 
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the 
signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his 
palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 

19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to 
the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the 
lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before 
you, O king, I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel 
be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on 
him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had 
maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their 
wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their 
bones in pieces. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: 
“Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel, 

 
for he is the living God, enduring forever; 
his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. 
27 He delivers and rescues; 
he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 
28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 

Elder:   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—Daniel: Following God in a Strange Land, Part 14 
The God of the Lions               —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Fairest Lord Jesus, Alternative Verse 1 
 

 
Text: Münster Gesangbuch, 1677; Music: ST. ELIZABETH, Silesian Folk Song, 1842. 

 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven 

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

* “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either 
side for the wine/grape juice. 
 
 
 

Hymn of Communion—Come, Ye Sinners 

 
 

Text: Joseph Hart, 1712-1768; Music: Southern Harmony, 1835. 



 12 

Hymn of Communion—Psalm 73: O God, How Good Thou Art 

 
CCLI #11121087 Text: Psalm 73, Unknown; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2012 

 
 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one 
of the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant 
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If 
what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give 
me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary 
steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—Jesus Shepherd 
 

 
Text: J. Adams; Music: Cathy Steere, ©2008  www.restassuredhymns.com 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 
 
 

Sung Response—May You Be Strong (Colossians 1:10-11) 

 
 

© Copyright 2013 Allen House Productions (ASCAP) www.songsforthechurchyear.com and Greyfriars Press.  
Text: Nan Allen, 2013; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 
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HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
 

Chuck Emerson, 943-8443 or emersonbrntwd@aol.com 
2nd and 4th Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Steffens’ house 

 

Bob and Cindi Wolk 686-3349 or cindi_wolk@yahoo.com 
Every other Sunday after church at Cornerstone 

 

Greg Wilbur 512-4156 or greg@cstonepres.org 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Wilbur’s house 

 

Jim Smith, 347-4188 or jims@svmic.com 
2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:00 p.m., Smith’s house 

 

Mike and Mel Payne, 615-618-3299 or meljpayne@gmail.com 
Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Payne’s house 

 

Randy Allen, 260-1884 or randmanrx@gmail.com 
Sundays at 5:30 p.m., Allen’s house 

 

Andy Patton, 500-1492 or parachuteadams1@gmail.com 
1st and 3rd Sundays, 5:00 p.m. Patton’s house 

 

Matt Michaud, 803-319-2693 or michaudba@gmail.com 
Sundays at 4-6 p.m., Michaud’s house 

 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m at the church with Parish and Cornerstone Men (Psalms) 
 

Thursdays at 6:45 a.m. at the Merc with Nate Shurden (Daniel) 
 

Saturdays at 6:15 a.m. at Randy Allen’s House (Frame’s Systematic Theology) 
 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Surprised by Hope by NT Wright. Led by Mel Payne and Christy Shurden. 
Franklin location, Wednesdays from 10-11:30am.  

 

A Loving Life by Paul Miller. Led by Robin Dillard.   
Crievehall (Nashville) location, Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am, twice per month.   

  

Memorize and Meditate 
Scripture memory focused on being Kingdom-minded. Led by Jessica Michaud. 
Franklin location, Fridays from 10:00-11:15.   
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Taking the Message Home 
 
This is the fourteenth message in our series, “Following God in a Strange Land” through the prophet 
Daniel. Please prayerfully consider the questions below and discuss them with your family, home 
fellowship group, or a good friend.  
 

• Is there any indication in the text as to why the presidents and satraps would want to find a 
complaint against Daniel? (v.1-4) How does this plotting against Daniel frame our expectations of 
living and working in the world? (cf. John 15:18)  

 

• What does it say about Daniel that no grounds for complaint could be found unless it was in 
connection with the law of his God? (v.5) Could that be said of you? 

 

• What stands out to you about Daniel’s unwavering faithfulness in verse 10? If the United States 
government made a law that banned prayer to God, would you be in any risk of being found 
guilty?  

 

• How does Daniel 6 teach us not to pin our hopes on princes (see Psalm 14:3)?  
 

• Recount the deliverance of Daniel (v.16-28). What gospel parallels do you see? Take time to give 
God praise for the greater deliverance we have in Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Tony Giles (430-8801) or tony@cstonepres.org 

Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 
Administrative Assistant: Susan Bumpus (618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 

Home Fellowship Coordinator: Randy Allen (260-1884) or randmanrx@gmail.com 
Nursery Coordinator: Linda VanGorden (406-4431) or vangordenlinda@yahoo.com 

Elementary Sunday School Questions: Laura Coughlin (390-4201) or walkinglalo@mac.com 
 

Ruling Elders 
Terry Cheney (579-7089)     Cy Fenton (500-5304)    Jim Smith (347-4188) 
Chuck Emerson: Emeritus (661-9273) Stacy McGuire (339-3900)*  Greg Wilbur (512-4156) 

 

Deacons 
Clint Branch (516-9855)   Kevin McClung (243-9228)   Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Joe Haworth (289-7543)   David Steffens (513-4873)   Bob Vermilye (599-9577) 
Riley May (866-8662)*    *On Sabbatical  
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All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 
 


