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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 

Introit—Glory Be to the Father, Vs 1 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press 

 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 118:19-24, 26, 28-29 
Pastor: You are our God, and we will give thanks to You; You are our God; we will extol you. 
All:  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever! 
Pastor: Open to us the gates of righteousness, that we may enter through them  

and give thanks to the Lord. 
All:  This is the gate of the LORD; the righteousness shall enter through it. 
Pastor:  We thank You that You have answered us and have become our salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
All:  This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
All:  We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
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Text: Edward Perronet, 1779; alt. St. 4 John Rippon, 1787; Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1793. 

 
Hymn of Praise—A Mighty Fortress 

 
Text: Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, trans Frederick H. Hedge, 1853; Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 

 
 
 
 

+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
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New Testament Reading—Romans 9:6-16 
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to 

Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, 
but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this 
time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had 
conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing 
either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 
because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”13 As it is written, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will 
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it 
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord.      
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response——Lord, Have Mercy 

 
Text: Luke 18:13; Music: FRANKLIN KYRIE, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 
Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Romans 1:18-23, 25 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Your wrath is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness  
and unrighteousness of man, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

 

All:  What can be known about You is plain because You have shown it to us. 
 

Pastor: Your invisible attributes—Your eternal power and divine nature— 
have been clearly perceived ever since the creation of the world  

in the things that have been made. 
 

All:  We are without excuse, for although we knew You,  
we did not honor You or give thanks to You. 

 

Pastor: We became futile in our thinking and our foolish hearts were darkened. 
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All:  Claiming to be wise, we became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God  
for earthly things. 

 

Pastor: We have exchanged the truth about You, O God, for a lie  
and worshipped the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Titus 3:4-7 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 
of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 
by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
 

+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
 
 

Psalm of the Month—O Thank the Lord (Psalm 105) 

 
 

Text: Book of Psalms for Singing, 1973; based on Psalm 105:1–11 © 2009 Crown & Covenant Publications;  
Music: Johnson’s Tennessee Harmony, 1818; adapt. 2012 © greyfriarspress@gmail.com 
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Sacrament of Baptism 
—Charlotte Claire Suits, Daughter of Matt & Meredith Suits 
—Dorothy Jane Diggs, Daughter of Wesley & Kristin Diggs 

 
“For to you is the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call unto him. ‘And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your seed after you throughout their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto you and to your seed after you.’  Therefore, believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your house.” (Acts 2:39; Gen. 17:7; Acts 16:31) 
 

Parental Vows: 
1. Do you acknowledge your own, as well as your child’s, need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ and the 

renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 
2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises for her, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus—and only to the 

Lord Jesus—for her salvation, just as you do for your own? 
3. Do you now consecrate your child to God; will you in humble reliance upon His sovereign grace set before her 

a godly example—praying with and for her, teaching her the good hope of the Gospel, opening to her the truth 
of the Scriptures, and striving by every means of grace God provides, to bring her up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? 

 

Congregational Vow:  
Will you as a covenant community joyously commit to assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of this child? 

 
GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Genesis 21:1-21 
 

21 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And Sarah conceived 
and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his 
son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And 
Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have 
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast 
out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11 And the 
thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because 
of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall 
your offspring be named. 13 And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your 
offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting 
it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness 
of Beersheba. 

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes.16 Then she went and sat down 
opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, and the 
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is.18 Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a 
great nation.” 19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water 
and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in the wilderness and became an 
expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
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Sermon—New Beginnings: A Study of Genesis, part 29 
The Promised Son!                —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung Response—O Praise the Father 

 
Text: John Mason, 1683; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 

from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Sung Response—Sanctus 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009.  ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 
Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel, and who are at 
peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find some sample prayers on the 
next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. Take the bread at the first table & then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 
 
Hymn of Communion—Psalm 130: From Depths of Woe, Vs 1, 4-5 

 

 
WOMEN 
 
 
MEN 
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Text: Psalm 130, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; Tr. By Richard Massie, 1800-87; Music: DEPTHS OF WOE, Gregory Wilbur, 1998.  

 
Hymn of Communion—Creator God, Our Sovereign Lord 

 
Text: Douglas Bond, 2004; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2014 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise—Crown Him With Many Crowns 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1852; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868. 

 
 



 11 

 
 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word, Vs 2 

 
Text: Martin, Luther, 1541, Trans Catherine Winkworth, 1863, Alt. 2007;  

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Genevan Psalter, 1551. 
 

  

Prayer Focus—Timothy Tan pastors of a Nashville Presbytery church plant, Crossroads of the 
Nations (COTN) in Cool Springs. COTN is a church made up of diverse ethnic heritages 
including Anglo, African American, Chinese, Japanese, Taiwanese, Singaporean, Hong Kong, 
Vietnamese, Filipino, Korean and Mongolian and has two weekly worship services in English and 
Japanese. COTN also has an extensive outreach program during the weekdays with classes in 
Chinese, English as a Second Language, Accent Reduction, Music and Cooking.  
• Praise our Lord for this incredible opportunity to walk with such a diverse congregation and 
the hundreds of people that come through the door the church for the various daily outreach 
programs. 
• Pray for more leaders and volunteers 
• Pray for unity with the Body 
• Pray for faithfulness in our walk 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today’s message, “The Promised Son!” is taken from Genesis 21:1-21. Please take time to discuss 
the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG).  
 

• Read Genesis 17:17-29, 18:12-15, and 21:5-7. How has the laughter of Abraham and Sarah changed over the 
last few chapters?  

 

• How is Ishmael’s laugh in v. 9 different from the laughter of Abraham and Sarah? (See also Galatians 4:29) 
What should we take away from this?  

 

• Taking a wide-angle lens perspective, how does the conflict of this passage relate to the overall theme of the 
book of Genesis (Hint: Genesis 3:15!)?  

 

• Taking an even wider-angle lens perspective, how does this conflict play itself out through the pages of 
Scripture?  

 

• What kind of laughter is in your heart right now? In what way is the Lord calling you to experience the laughter 
of His Promised Son?     
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