
 

CORNERSTONE  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

The Sundays of Pentecost—Ordinary Time 
18 August 2019 



GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 
 

Sung Introit—Glory Be to God the Father, Vs 1 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press 

 

 

Call to Worship—Psalm 33:8-12 
 

Pastor: Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
All:  For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 
Pastor: The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;  

he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
All:  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 
Pastor: Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
All:  the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—Psalm 100: All Earth With Joy 
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Text: Psalm 100; Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Stralsund Gesangbuch, 1665, Arr, in Praxis Pietatis Melica, 1668 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—How Firm a Foundation 
 

 
Text: Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787; Music: FOUNDATION, Traditional American Melody 
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New Testament Reading—Philippians 4:4-7, 11-13 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus… 

I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the 
Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Hear My Prayer (from Psalm 86) 

 
Text & Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. Used by permission. 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 88:1-7 
 

Pastor: O Lord, God of our salvation; We cry out day and night before you. 
 

All:  Let our prayers come before you; incline your ear to our cry! 
 

Pastor: For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to death. 
 

All:  I am counted among those who go down to the pit; 
I am one who has no strength, 

 

Pastor: like those whom you remember no more, for they are cut off from your hand. 
 

All:  My sin has separated me and put me in the depths of the pit, 
in the regions dark and deep. 
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Pastor: Your wrath lies heavy upon me,  
 

All:  and you overwhelm me with all your waves.  
 

Pastor: O Lord, God of our salvation; We cry out day and night before you. 
 

All:  Let our prayers come before you; incline your ear to our cry! 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Hebrews 6:18-20 
 

We who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind 
the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek. 

 
 

Psalm of the Month—Psalm 3: My God, How Many Are My Fears 

 
 

Text: Psalm 3, Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: Based on an Old Hebrides Air. ©2010 Greyfriars Press. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 

Missions Report—Youth Team to Uganda 
  



 6 

 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Genesis 37:12-36 

 
12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 

your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here I 
am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” 
So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 And a man found him wandering in the 
fields. And the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, 
where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go 
to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 

18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 19 They 
said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the 
pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his 
dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 And 
Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on 
him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 24 And they took him and threw 
him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with 
their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his 
brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to 
him. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him 
to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels[c] of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. 

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes 30 and returned 
to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I go?”31 Then they took Joseph's robe and 
slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood.32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to 
their father and said, “This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not.” 33 And he 
identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to 
pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 All 
his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall go 
down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him 
in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—New Beginnings: A Study of Genesis, Part 47 
Joseph’s Nightmare                —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Doxology 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois’s Genevan Psalter, 1551. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
Sursum Corda 

Elder:  The Lord be with you.       People: And also with you. 
Elder:  Lift up your hearts.        People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Elder:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Elder:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Sung Response—Sanctus 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009.  ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 
WOMEN 
 
 
MEN 
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Profession of Faith—The Heidelberg Catechism 
Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 

A. That I am not my own,1 but belong— 
body and soul, in life and in death2— 

to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.3 
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,4  

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.5  
He also watches over me in such a way6  

that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven;7  
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.8 

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life9  
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.10 
 

1 1 Cor. 6:19-20 
2 Rom. 14:7-9 
3 1 Cor. 3:23; Titus 2:14 
4 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:2 

5 John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:1-11 
6 Jn 6:39-40; 10:27-30; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:5 
7 Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18 
 

8 Rom. 8:28 
9 Rom 8:15-16; 2 Cor 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph 1:13-14 
10 Rom. 8:1-17

 
Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace 
with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find some sample prayers on the next 
page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 
 

Hymn of Communion—I Will Praise Him, Still 

 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 © 1998 MargeeDays Music; Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1998. 
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Hymn of Communion—Holy Father, Hear My Cry 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 Text: Horatius Bonar, 1843; Music: Gregory D Wilbur, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you 
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I 
deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live 
in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—He Will Hold Me Fast 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 Text vv. 1-2 Ada Habershon (1861-1918), Alt words vv.1-2, lyrics v.3, Matt Merker; Music: Matt Merker, © 2013 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that 
he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—May You Be Strong (Colossians 1:10-11) 

 
 

© Copyright 2013 Allen House Productions (ASCAP) www.songsforthechurchyear.com and Greyfriars Press.  
Text: Nan Allen, 2013; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 

 

  

Prayer Focus—Richie Sessions is the Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) campus minister for Vanderbilt 
University.  RUF is the campus ministry organization of the Presbyterian Church in America.  RUF has experienced 
rapid growth the past few years, and currently has 140 chapters at different college campuses spread over 37 states, 
Mexico, Columbia and the Czech Republic.  More than just a ministry on the university, RUF seeks to be a ministry for 
the university.  It strives to serve in this unique stage of a student’s life in the world they live in, exploring together how 
the Lordship of Christ informs every area of life.  Please pray for the following: 
1. Pray for unity among our student leaders. 
2. Pray for fruitful freshmen outreach. 
3. We are changing several things up for Large group this semester.  Please pray that those would go smoothly. 
4. Pray for conversions and growth. 
5. Pray for our staff team to work well together. 
6. Pray for Fall Conference Oct.4-6 
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Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message, “Joseph’s Nightmare” is taken from Genesis 37:1-11. Please take time to discuss the 
questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG).  
 

• Why is today’s message entitled, “Joseph’s Nightmare”?  
 

• How is Jacob’s deception of Esau in Genesis 27 revisited in the deception of his sons in this passage? 
What biblical principle does this teach us? 

 

• How is God the cause of all the things that take place in this passage and yet not the author of the 
evil that takes place?   

 

• Are there any dreams that have turned into nightmares in your life? What truths bring you comfort 
and hope in such a time?   

 

• How in your past has the Lord used your sin or sin against you to bring about His good and perfect 
plan? How is this same reality at work in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?   
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