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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 

Sung Introit—All Creatures of Our God and King, Vs 6 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, c. 1225, Tr William Draper, 1919; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Cologne, 1623. 

 

Call to Worship—Isaiah 60:1-4 
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
All:  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
Pastor: For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
All:  but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 
Pastor: And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
All:  Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you. 

 

Hymn of Praise—Jesus Shall Reign 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793. 
 

Hymn of Praise—Give Thanks to God the Lord 
 

 
Text: Susan H. Peterson, 1999; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868. 
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New Testament Reading—I Peter 2:9-12 
 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Search Me, O God 

 
Text: J. Edwin Orr, 1936; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2018. © 2018 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 
 



 5 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on I John 1:5-10 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. We have heard your message  
and it has been proclaimed to us.  
You are light, and in You there is no darkness at all. 

 

All:  If we say we have fellowship with you while we walk in darkness,  
we lie and do not practice the truth. 

 

Pastor: But if we walk in the light as You are in the light, we have fellowship with one another. 
 

All:  And the blood of Jesus Your Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. 
 

All:  And the truth is not in us. 
 

Pastor: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

All:  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon—I John 5:1-3 

 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 

 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—My God, My Portion, and My Love 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, from Southern Harmony. 
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Matthew 5:1-16 

 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—Blessed: Life in the Kingdom of God, Part 10 
Blessed to Bear Witness              —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Way of Truth, Vs 1 

 
Text: Joseph P. Holbrook, ca. 1878; Music: TALLIS’ CANON, Thomas Tallis, ca, 1567. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 

Sung Response—Holy God We Praise Your Name, Vs 4 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th c., Attr Ignace Franz, 1774; Music: GROSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims 
the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find 
some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with 
His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the 
wine/grape juice. 
 
 

Psalm of the Month—Psalm 3: My God, How Many Are My Fears 

 
 

Text: Psalm 3, Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: Based on an Old Hebrides Air. ©2010 Greyfriars Press. Used by permission. 
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Hymn of Communion—Give Me Jesus 

 
Text and Music: African-American Spiritual. 

 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking 
what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I 
turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and 
live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—O Church, Arise 
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CCLI #11121087  © 2005 Thankyou; Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. 

 
 

 
 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—I John 5:4-5 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God? Amen. 

 
Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs 11 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 

  

Prayer Focus—Timothy Tan is a pastor of the Nashville Presbytery church plant, Crossroads of the Nations 
(COTN) in Cool Springs. COTN is a church made up of diverse ethnic heritages including Anglo, African 
American, Chinese, Japanese, Taiwanese, Singaporean, Hong Kong, Vietnamese, Filipino, Korean and Mongolian 
and has two weekly worship services in English and Japanese. COTN also has an extensive outreach program 
during the weekdays with classes in Chinese, English as a Second Language, Accent Reduction, Music and 
Cooking.  

• Pray for seasoned Christians to lead and walk with a young flock. 
• Pray for volunteers to staffs our daily ministries. 
• Thankful for God steadfast hands in guiding us as we do our best to be the church that love each other 

so that the world may know we belong to Christ. 
• Pray for the leadership as we are going through a season of reorganization. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message, “Blessed to Bear Witness” is taken from Matthew 5:1-16. Please take time to discuss 
the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG). 
 

• What relationship do you see between the beatitudes (vs. 1-12) and the church’s witness in the 
world (vs. 13-16)?  

 

• What does the metaphor of salt indicate about the nature of the church’s witness in the world?  
 

• What does it mean for salt to lose its saltiness? Can saltiness be regained if lost? Why or why not?  
 

• What does the metaphor of light indicate about the nature of the church’s witness in the world? 
What would it mean to hide your light?  

 

• How does one live so that their good works are seen but the works don’t draw attention to the 
person but God?    

 

• How is the Lord calling you to respond to today’s message?  
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