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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 

Sung Introit—All Creatures of Our God and King, Vs 6 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, c. 1225, Tr William Draper, 1919; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Cologne, 1623. 

 

Call to Worship—Psalm 27:1-6 
Pastor: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
All:  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Pastor: When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
All:  Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
All:  to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
Pastor: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
All:  And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 

and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
Pastor: I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

 

Hymn of Praise—Thank and Praise Jehovah’s Name 
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Text: James Montgomery, 1822; Music: Gregory Wilbur, Greyfriars Press, 2016. Used by permission. 

 

Hymn of Praise—Though Troubles Assail Us 

 
Text: John Newton, 1779; Music: ST. DENIO, Traditional Welsh Melody. 
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New Testament Reading—Romans 12:9-14 
 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Search Me, O God 

 
Text: J. Edwin Orr, 1936; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2018. © 2018 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 37:3-5, 7-8, 39-40 

 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. You call us to trust in You and do good, 

 

All:  We have not delighted ourselves in You, Lord,  
and our hearts have not desired You.  

 

Pastor: We have failed to commit our ways to You, nor have we trusted in You. 
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All:  We are not still before You. We have not waited patiently for You, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: Lord, teach us to refrain from anger and forsake wrath. 

 

All:  Turn our hearts from that which tends to evil. 

 

Pastor: For the salvation of the righteous is from You, Lord, 
You are our stronghold in times of trouble. 

 

All:  Deliver us, O Lord. May we always take refuge in You. 
 

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon—from Psalm 13:1, 5-6 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget us forever? How long will you hide your face from us? 
But we have trusted in your steadfast love; our hearts shall rejoice in your salvation. We will 
sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with us. 

 
 
 

Psalm for July—Psalm 84: They Are Blessed 

 
 

 

Text: Nahum Tate & Nicholas Brady, 1696, Mod 2019; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2019. 
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Matthew 5:1-12 

 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—Blessed: Life in the Kingdom of God, Part 9 
Blessed are the Persecuted              —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Way of Truth, Vs 1 

 
Text: Joseph P. Holbrook, ca. 1878; Music: TALLIS’ CANON, Thomas Tallis, ca, 1567. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 

Sung Response—Holy God We Praise Your Name, Vs 4 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th c., Attr Ignace Franz, 1774; Music: GROSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 

 
 



 8 

 
Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims 
the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find 
some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with 
His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the 
wine/grape juice. 
 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn—If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 

 
Georg Neumark, 1641, trans Catherine Winkworth, 1855; Music: NEUMARK, Georg Neumark, 1657, Mod. 2011. 
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Communion Hymn—Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
 

 
 
 

CCLI #11121087 © 2005 ReformedPraise.org Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1833: Music: Jeff Bourque, 2005. 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking 
what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I 
turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and 
live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Jesus Shepherd 
 

 
Text: J. Adams; Music: Cathy Steere, ©2008  www.restassuredhymns.com 

 
 

 
 

 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 
 

Benediction—from John 16:33 
 

Jesus spoke, saying, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” Amen. 
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Sung Response—May You Be Strong (Colossians 1:10-11) 

 
 

© Copyright 2013 Allen House Productions (ASCAP) www.songsforthechurchyear.com and Greyfriars Press.  
Text: Nan Allen, 2013; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 

 
 

  

Prayer Focus— Rebecca Giles, daughter of Tony and Mary Lynn Giles and a missionary with Mission To The 
World’s youth ministry (NEXT), serves our denomination's global missionary families. This summer, she will 
join her NEXT teammates by moving to St. Andrews, Scotland. Rebecca will continue to mentor the youth of 
MTW. In addition, she will step into a new role as the Director of Operations for The Chalmer's Institute. Her 
responsibilities there will include writing curriculum, teaching, and planning events to facilitate theological 
learning for the next generation of Scottish church leaders. 
Please pray for Rebecca & NEXT in the following ways: 
 

• FOR NEXT’s Missionary Kids: From August 13-19, MTW missionaries serving in the Asia/Pacific area 
will meet in Indonesia for a time of gospel renewal. The NEXT team will facilitate the youth program and 
will disciple missionary kids between the ages of nine and twenty-two. Pray that these youth would grow in 
a personal relationship with Jesus and as a result of the conference, that they would also feel more connected 
to the body of Christ. 

• FOR CHALMERS INSTITUTE: The staff is currently planning the fall curriculum for post-graduate 
students and others living in St. Andrews. Pray that Mark, Rebecca, and Dave would exercise discernment as 
they consider how to best serve the community, with the hope that many students would be effectively 
equipped for ministry in Scotland. 

• FOR REBECCA: Rebecca has begun the Visa application process. As soon as she has her paperwork, she 
can purchase a plane ticket, begin packing, and find housing in St. Andrews. Pray for all of these details and 
for her peace of mind as she settles into her new home in Scotland. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message, “Blessed are the Persecuted” is taken from Matthew 5:10-12. Please take time to discuss 
the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG). 
 

• It seems odd that the beatitudes culminate with a focus on persecution. How do you explain that?  
 

• Why is the qualifying phrase “for righteousness sake” critical to rightly understanding this 
beatitude?     

 

• Jesus weaves together persecution and joy in this beatitude. What is the relationship between the 
two?  

 

• Kent Hughes writes, “But the fact is, the church must be persecuted or it is no church at all” (see 
2 Tim. 3:12). Take some time to process this quote with those in your HFG.  

 

• Have you experienced persecution for righteousness sake? How can you prepare for coming 
persecution?  

 

• How does Jesus Christ fulfill this beatitude?  
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