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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 

Sung Introit—All Creatures of Our God and King, Vs 6 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, c. 1225, Tr William Draper, 1919; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Cologne, 1623. 

 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 111:1-5, 7-9  
  

Pastor: Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,  
in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

  
All:  Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.  

  
Pastor: Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.  

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
  

All:  the LORD is gracious and merciful.  
  

Pastor: He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever.  
  

All:  The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy;  
  

Pastor: they are established forever and ever,  
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  

  
All:  He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.  

  
Pastor: Holy and awesome is his name!  
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Hymn of Praise—Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826; Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1861. 
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Hymn of Praise—Wonderful, Merciful Savior 

 
CCLI #11121087 © 1989 Word Music. Text: Dawn Rodgers & Eric Wyse; Music: VINE RIDGE, Dawn Rodgers, 1989. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
 
Old Testament Reading—Deuteronomy 15:7-8, Zechariah 7:9-10, & Hosea 6:1-6 

7 “If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor 
brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be.” 

 
9 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another, 10 do 
not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of you devise evil against 
another in your heart.”  
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 “Come, let us return to the LORD; 
    for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up,  

that we may live before him. 
3 Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away. 
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
    I have slain them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 
Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord.  All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Search Me, O God 

 
Text: J. Edwin Orr, 1936; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2018. © 2018 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 
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Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 103:8-14, 17-18 
Pastor: O Lord, we come to you confessing. You are merciful and gracious,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
You will not always chide, nor will You keep Your anger forever. 

All:  Do not repay us according to our sins, nor repay according to our iniquities. 
Pastor: As high as the heavens are above the earth,  

so great is Your steadfast love to those who fear You. 
All:  Remove our transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west. 
Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children,  

O Lord, show Your compassion to those who fear You. 
All:  For You know our frame, You remember that we are dust. 
Pastor: But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting  

on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children,  
to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments. 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Joel 2:12-13 
 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning;  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Hymn of Reflection—Out of the Deep I Call 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1868; Music: SOUTHWELL, Damon’s Psalmes, 1579. Adapted 1997. © 1997 Greyfriars Press. 

 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Matthew 5:1-7 

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 

Sermon—Blessed: Life in the Kingdom of God, Part 6 
Blessed are the Merciful              —Tony Giles, Assistant Pastor 

 
 
 
 
Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Sung Response—Holy God We Praise Your Name, Vs 4 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th c., Attr Ignace Franz, 1774; Music: GROSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 

 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims 
the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find 
some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with 
His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the 
wine/grape juice. 
 

Psalm for July—Psalm 84: They Are Blessed 
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Text: Nahum Tate & Nicholas Brady, 1696, Mod 2019; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2019. 
 

Hymn of Communion—Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat 

 
 

Text: John Newton, 1779; Music: APPROACH MY SOUL, Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking 
what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I 
turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and 
live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Come Ye Souls, By Sin Afflicted 

 
 

Text: Joseph Swain, 1792; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2005. © 2005 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 
 
 

 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 
 

Benediction—Titus 2:11-13  
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Sung Response—Barocha (Numbers 6:24) 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 © 1989 Birdwing Music; Text and Music: Michael Card, 1989. 
 

  

Prayer Focus— Gavin Breeden (Shalaine) is the Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) campus minister at 
Tennessee Tech University (TTU) in Cookeville, Tennessee.  RUF is the campus ministry organization of the 
Presbyterian Church in America.  RUF has experienced rapid growth the past few years, and currently has 140 
chapters at different college campuses spread over 37 states, Mexico, Columbia and the Czech Republic.  More 
than just a ministry on the university, RUF seeks to be a ministry for the university.  It strives to serve in this 
unique stage of a student’s life in the world they live in, exploring together how the Lordship of Christ informs 
every area of life. Gavin sent Cornerstone the following update requesting prayer in several areas. 
 
We just finished our fourth year at TTU and watched with joy (and a little sadness) as our first group of freshmen 
graduated and moved on to the next chapter of life. Our intern Will completed his two-year internship and is 
heading to seminary in the fall. Our current intern Anna is heading into her second year and my wife is beginning 
her second year as part-time staff. We just bid farewell to a lot of our student leaders but we have a new group 
of rising student leaders who are eager to reach our campus with the good news of Jesus Christ. In many ways, it 
feels like this is a new chapter for our ministry to TTU and we're very excited to see God working in and through 
us this year.  Please pray for us in the following ways: 
• Our biggest prayer request this summer is fundraising. We have a big need, please pray for the Lord to 

continue to provide for us in this area. 
• Pray for our Large Group and small group Bible studies in the fall that God would use them to save students 

and grow them in grace. 
• Pray for our staff: Anna (intern), Shalaine (part-time staff), and Gavin (campus minister). 
• Pray for the 13 student leaders on the Servant Team that they would grow closer to Jesus and learn to minister 

to other students this year. 
• Pray for the our family (Gavin, Shalaine, Addie Pearl, Miles, and Stella) that there will be a healthy balance 

between ministry and home life and that we would model for students what a loving gospel-centered home 
looks like. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message “Blessed are the Merciful” is taken from Matthew 5:7. Please take time to discuss the 
questions below with your family, friends or Home Fellowship Group.  
 

1. Read Exodus 33:18 Ps 145:9 Luke 1:38; Luke 6:36. How do these passages shed light on this 
beatitude?  
 

2. How would you explain the difference between grace and mercy? 
 

3. If mercy has misery in view, can you recall a time that someone relieved (or lessened) your “misery” 
with a deed of kindness? Describe the circumstances. How did you respond?  
 

4. What are some common reasons people are reluctant – even unwilling – to show mercy? 
 

5. How does Jesus show us what true mercy is?  
 

6. What are 1-2 practical ways you could show mercy to someone this week? 
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