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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 

Introit—Crown Him with Many Crowns, Vs 7 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1852; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868. 

 
Call to Worship—based on Psalm 115:1-3, 15, 18 

Pastor: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory, 
All:  For the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness! 
Pastor: Why should the nations say, “Where is their God? 
All:  Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
Pastor: May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth! 
All:  We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
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Text: Edward Perronet, 1779; alt. St. 4 John Rippon, 1787; Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1793. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Before the Throne of God Above 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship; Text: Charitie Bancroft, 1863; Music: Vikki Cook, 1997 

 
 

 
 
 
 

+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
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New Testament Reading—1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things 
are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things 
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under 
him, that God may be all in all. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord.    All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Preparation—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Philippians 2:1-10 
Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Although there is great encouragement in Christ,  

comfort in love, participation in the Spirit, and affection and sympathy,  
we are not of the same mind, 

All:  Neither do we share the same love or act in one accord. 
Pastor: We act in pride—desiring the best for ourselves and wanting others to fail. 
All:  We do not act in humility nor consider others more significant than ourselves. 
Pastor: We look to our own interests and ignore the interests of others. 
All:  We do not have the mind of Christ Jesus— 

because we act as if we were equal with God. 
Pastor: We resist acting as a servant, humbling ourselves, and obeying— 
All:  Especially to the point of self-sacrifice or death. 
Pastor: But Christ did obey and humble Himself on our behalf, therefore,  

God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus our knees will bow along with all in heaven and on earth  

and under the earth, 
All:  And our tongues will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Romans 8:32-34 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
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+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
 
 
Hymn of Praise—O Christ, Our Hope 

 
Text: Latin Hymn, 8th Century, Tr. By John Chandler, 1837; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song 

 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
 

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
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Sermon—Blessed: Life in the Kingdom of God, Part 1 
The Kingdom of God and the Christian Life        —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sung Response—Join All the Glorious Names, Vs 8 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1709; Music: Darwall, John Darwall, 1770. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Sung Response—Holy God We Praise Your Name, Vs 4 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th c., Attr Ignace Franz, 1774; Music: GROSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Baptism and First Communion 
—Eleanor Elizabeth Blalock, Daughter of J.T. & Lydia Blalock 

 
Vows of Profession: 

1. Do you acknowledge that you are a sinner, deserving God’s displeasure, and without hope 
except in His sovereign mercy?  

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you 
receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?  

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that 
you will endeavor to live as a faithful follower of Christ?  

 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims 
the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find 
some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with 
His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the 
wine/grape juice. 
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Hymn of Communion—Sing to Jesus 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©2002 Word Music, Dejamesolo Music, Rich Nibbe Songs. Text & Music: Fernando Ortega and Rich Nibbe, 2002. 
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Hymn of Communion—There Is No Greater Portrait 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©2005 ReformedPraise.org Text and Music: Eric Schumacher & David L. Ward, 2005. 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the 
following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one 
with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1867; Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland Hugh Pritchard, 1855. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—Hebrews 12:1-2 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing, Vs, 7 

 
Text: The Venerable Bede, 673-735; Trans Benjamin Webb, 1854; Music: LASST UNS ERFFEUEN, Peter von Brachel, 1623 

 

  

Prayer Focus—Dave and Robin Dillard serve with Servant Group International (SGI), a non-profit ministry 
focused on sharing the hope and love of Christ in Muslim communities.  SGI was established in 1992 in response 
to the large number of Iraqi Kurdish refugees relocating to Nashville following the first Gulf War.  Since that 
time, SGI has expanded to include outreach projects in Iraq, Turkey and Greece.  In Nashville, SGI teams and 
volunteers offer programs designed to help Nashville-area Christians meet and build Christ-centered friendships 
with their Muslim and refugee neighbors. In Iraq, SGI helps staff and resource a network of K-12 schools 
enrolling thousands of Muslim students, and supports a number of projects designed to help refugee families 
return to their homes and rebuild their lives after ISIS.  SGI also organizes short-term teams and projects to help 
serve among the large number of Syrian, Afghan and Iraqi refugees now in Greece and Turkey. 
• Pray for our summer programs starting soon for refugee kids in Nashville. 
• Pray for our newest team members heading to Iraq in August, and for their support-raising this summer. 
• Pray for our ability to encourage and shepherd a growing community of volunteers. 
• Pray for current plans and work to convert the basement of our Nashville office into a refugee ministry center. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 

Today’s message, “The Kingdom of God and the Christian Life” is taken from Matthew 5:1-12. Please 
take time to discuss the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG).  
 

• Why is this section of Scripture called the Sermon on the Mount? What significance is indicated 
by that name?  

 

• Who is the audience of this passage, and why is that important?  
 

• Notice the structure of Matthew 5:1-12. The first and last beatitude (v. 3 and v.10) are in the 
present tense and speak of the kingdom of heaven while the six beatitudes in between are in the 
future tense. Why is that?  

 

• What is the kingdom of God? What is the relationship of the kingdom of God to the beatitudes?  
 

• What surprises you about the description of blessings in Matthew 5:1-12? Which of the 
beatitudes puzzles you the most?  

 

• Reflecting on the beatitudes, how would you like to see the Lord work in the life of Cornerstone? 
What about your life personally? Take a moment now to pray toward that end.  
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