
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

Last Sunday of Easter 

01 June 2014 



Worship Notes 
 

 

As we begin this new summer series on Loving the Church, we get the opportunity to explore some 
wonderfully rich Scriptures passages and hymn lyrics. This morning we are focusing the theme of the service on 
the way in which Christ loves His Bride. 

We begin with the Call to Worship from Micah 4 which enjoins us to go up to the house of God that He 
might teach us and that we might obey.  O For a Thousand Tongues praises God for His work of salvation 
while Glory Be to God the Father ascribes glory to the “Church’s King.” The Old Testament Reading from 
Psalm 84 reminds us of the joy that exists alone in the House of the Lord. 

The Prayer of Confession from I Corinthians 13 challenges us to consider how it is that we fail to act and 
walk in love—a mark of what it means to be the Bride of Christ. Psalm 132: Arise, O Lord, sings again of the 
glory of the Lord in His Church as the house of His abode. 

We conclude with The Church’s One Foundation and the reminder that Christ so loves the Church, that 
“From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride; With His own blood He bought her, and for her 
life He died.” 

                       —Greg Wilbur 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into his courts. 
 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
Introit—Crown Him with Many Crowns, Vs 7 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1852; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868. 

 



Call to Worship—based on Micah 4:2 & 5 
 

Pastor: Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 

All:  That he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. 
 

Pastor: For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
 

All:  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 

Pastor: For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, 
 

All:  But we will walk in the name of the LORD our God forever and ever. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829, Arr. By Lowell Mason, 1839. 



Hymn of Praise—Glory be to God the Father 

 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Old Testament Reading—Psalm 84 
 

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
2 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! 
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
6 As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; 

the early rain also covers it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God in Zion. 
8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! 
9 Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed! 
10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 



11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you! 
 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling 
work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—I Corinthians 13:1-8; Proverbs 10:12  
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We come confessing because in all our many gifts,  
we have often forgotten the most important thing. We have forgotten our first love.  

 

All:   Knowing that if we have prophetic powers,  
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge,  

and if we have all faith so as to remove mountains,  
but have not love; we have nothing.   

 

Pastor:  If we give up all that we have for you, even our bodies to be burned, but have not love;  
we have gained nothing.  

 

All:   We confess, Lord, that our lives are often marked by the opposite of love.  
We are impatient, rude, envious, boastful,  

irritable, resentful, rejoicing in wrong doing,  
and insisting on our own way.   

 

Pastor:  Instead of bearing all things, believing all things, hoping all things, and enduring all things;  
we are weak, full of doubt, and on the verge of falling yet again.  

 

All:   O Lord, save us! Cover our offenses with your love. 
 
 

Sung Response—Kyrie 

 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 



 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Ephesians 5:1-2 & Hebrews 5:12 & 14 
 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. For by a single offering he has perfected 
for all time those who are being sanctified. 
 

Hymn of Praise——Psalm 132: Arise, O Lord 

 
 

Text: The Psalter, 1912; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2012. Used by Permission. 
 

Missions Report—Lincoln Pent, Nicaragua  
 

The Reading of the Word—Ephesians 5:1-2, 25-27 
 

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish. 

 
 

Elder:   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
 



Sermon—Loving the Church, Pt 1 
The Love of Christ for the Church            —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sung Response—Join All the Glorious Names, Vs 8 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1709; Music: Darwall, John Darwall, 1770. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
Sursum Corda 

Elder:  The Lord be with you.       People: And also with you. 
Elder:  Lift up your hearts.        People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Elder:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Elder:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 



 
Profession of Faith—from Ephesians 5 

 

We believe that Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior;  
therefore, the church submits to Christ. 

We believe Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  
that he might sanctify her,  

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
so that he might present the church to himself in splendor,  

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,  
that she might be holy and without blemish. 

We believe Christ nourishes and cherishes the church,  
because we are members of his body.  

 
Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

Having confessed our sins and made a good profession of faith, God's Table is open to all those “faithfully-fenced" members of the covenant community. Please 
come forward to partake of this means of grace. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn—O Thou In Whose Presence 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 



 
Communion Hymn—Christ is Our Cornerstone 
 

  
 

Text: Unknown author, 6th or 7th Century (Angularis fundamentum lapis); translated from Latin to English by John Chandler, 1837. 
Music: Gregory D Wilbur, 2011 ©2011 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission 



GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—The Church’s One Foundation, Vs 1-2, 4-5 

 
Text: Samuel Stone, 1866; Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1864. 

 



GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—Ephesians 3:20-21 
 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs 11 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS—SUMMER EVENTS 
 

Friday Night Grills:  Randy Allen’s group will get together each Friday evening for some grilling and 
outdoor enjoyment.  Location varies each week.  Contact Randy at randmanrx@gmail.com or 260-
1884, or Lindsey Elliott at lindseychenelle@yahoo.com or 477-1040. 



Taking the Message Home 
Today we begin a summer sermon series entitled, “Loving the Church.” My earnest hope is that God might be 
pleased to enlarge our affection for the life and mission of the church through this series and thus make us 
more like Jesus Christ. Appropriately, we are beginning by looking at Christ’s perfect sanctifying love for the 
church from Ephesians 5:1-2, 25-27.  
 

• When you think of church, what comes to mind, and what do you feel? Take time to trace why you 
think and feel the way you do about the church. If time permits, give a brief personal history of your 
relationship with the church and connect your various thoughts and feelings to that history.  

 

• Consider the nature of Jesus Christ’s love for the church in Ephesians 5:1-2, 25-27. How does your 
thinking, feeling, and history compare with Jesus’ love and commitment to the church? What would 
need to happen for your love and commitment to the church to more closely resemble Christ’s love and 
commitment to the church?  

 

• Close your time of reflection in honest confession and prayer, acknowledging God’s love for you as a 
member of His church.  
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