
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

Sixth Sunday of Easter—Sunday Before Ascension 

25 May 2014 



Worship Notes 
 

 

Today we celebrate the Ascension of Christ to His place of glory and power and the right hand of the 
Father. In many ways, the Ascension and Pentecost (in two weeks) are the completion of the work of the cross, 
redemption and the Season of Easter. The death of death and the conquering of sin is sealed in the resurrection 
and finished in the position of authority that Christ has.  The sermon this morning comes from Luke’s account 
of the ascension. 

We begin with singing Verse 7 from Crown Him with Many Crowns who is enthroned in worlds above. 
The Call to Worship from Psalm 115 for to His name alone belongs glory. We continue by singing All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name. Before the Throne of God Above sings of the work of Christ as our mediator with 
God. 

The New Testament Reading from Colossians 1 reminds us of the glory of the ascended Christ by whom 
all things were created and hold together and He is the head of the Church. The Prayer of Confession 
confronts our hearts desire to supplant the rule of Christ by looking to our own interests and acting as if we 
were equal with God.  

Our next hymn, Psalm 9: O Lord Most High, focuses on the exalted nature of who God is. The Profession 
from God’s Word from Ephesians 4 reassures us of the authority of Christ as the ascended Lord. The Hymns 
of Communion include Sing to Jesus—that talks of the ascension as an example of the exaltation of Christ—
and Our Hope is Built on Nothing Less reminding us that true hope for our life and for the Church is found 
only in Christ. The final hymn, O Christ, Our Hope, sings of the work of Christ in the death and resurrection 
as well as the ascension.                          —Greg Wilbur 

 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into his courts. 
 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
Introit—Crown Him with Many Crowns, Vs 7 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1852; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868. 



 
Call to Worship—based on Psalm 115:1-3, 15, 18 

 

Pastor: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory, 
 

All:  For the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness! 
 

Pastor: Why should the nations say, “Where is their God? 
 

All:  Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
 

Pastor: May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth! 
 

All:  We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

 
Text: Edward Perronet, 1779; alt. St. 4 John Rippon, 1787; Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1793. 



Hymn of Praise—Before the Throne of God Above 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship; Text: Charitie Bancroft, 1863; Music: Vikki Cook, 1997 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

New Testament Reading—Colossians 1:15-20 
The Glory of the Ascended Christ 

 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord.    All:   Thanks be to God.  



GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling 
work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Philippians 2:1-10 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Although there is great encouragement in Christ,  
comfort in love, participation in the Spirit, and affection and sympathy,  

we are not of the same mind, 
 

All:  Neither do we share the same love or act in one accord. 
 

Pastor: We act in pride—desiring the best for ourselves and wanting others to fail. 
 

All:  We do not act in humility nor consider others more significant than ourselves. 
 

Pastor: We look to our own interests and ignore the interests of others. 
 

All:  We do not have the mind of Christ Jesus—because we act as if we were equal with God. 
 

Pastor: We resist acting as a servant, humbling ourselves, and obeying— 
 

All:  Especially to the point of self-sacrifice or death. 
 

Pastor: But Christ did obey and humble Himself on our behalf, therefore,  
God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus our knees will bow along with all in heaven and on earth  

and under the earth, 
 

All:  And our tongues will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

Sung Response—Kyrie 

 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

 

Assurance of Pardon—Romans 8:32-34 
 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 



Psalm of Praise—Psalm 9: O Lord Most High 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©2012 Text: Psalm 9, The Psalter, 1912; Music: GREYFRIARS PRESS, 2012. 

 

The Reading of the Word—Luke 24:36-53 
 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 
you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch 
me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate 
before them. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

Elder:   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  



Sermon—The Gospel of Luke, Part 86 
The Ascended Christ, The Church’s Hope          —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sung Response—Join All the Glorious Names, Vs 8 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1709; Music: Darwall, John Darwall, 1770. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
Sursum Corda 

Elder:  The Lord be with you.       People: And also with you. 
Elder:  Lift up your hearts.        People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Elder:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Elder:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 



Profession of Faith—from Ephesians 4:4-10 
 

There is one body and one Spirit— 
just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean  
but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens,  
that he might fill all things.)  

 
Sacrament of Baptism—Maxwell Joseph Smith, Son of Mike and Kim Smith 

 

Vows of Profession: 
1. Do you acknowledge that you are a sinner, deserving God’s displeasure, and without hope except in 

His sovereign mercy?  
2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you receive 

and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?  
3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will 

endeavor to live as a faithful follower of Christ?  
 
Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 

Having confessed our sins and made a good profession of faith, God's Table is open to all those “faithfully-fenced" members of the covenant community. Please 
come forward to partake of this means of grace. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 
 

Hymn of Communion—Sing to Jesus 

 



 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©2002 Word Music, Dejamesolo Music, Rich Nibbe Songs. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega and Rich Nibbe, 2002. 

 
Hymn of Communion—My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1834: Music: SOLID ROCK, Gregory Wilbur, 1992. © 1992 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 



GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—O Christ, Our Hope 
 

 
Text: Latin Hymn, 8th Century, Tr. By John Chandler, 1837; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song 

 



GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—Barocha (Numbers 6:24) 

 
CCLI #11121087 © 1989 Birdwing Music; Text and Music: Michael Card, 1989. 
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