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LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
God built within His people an innate desire to celebrate, to mark seasons and events, to set up “stones 

of remembrance” so that we do not forget His goodness and promises. One method that the Church has 
used over time is dividing each year according to the events in the life of Christ—a reminder of 
redemptive history. Although the Church Calendar is not prescribed by Scripture, it can be a useful 
framework or tool to help walk our hearts through the Gospel every year.  

The major divisions of the liturgical year are: 
• Advent—The four Sundays leading to Christmas; preparation for the coming of Christ and the need 

for a Savior 
• Christmas and the Twelve Days—Celebration of the Incarnation and the Gift of Christ, our 

Redeemer 
• Epiphany—January 6; Coming of the Magi for Christ is the Light of the World; Hope for the 

Gentiles; Kingship of Christ 
• Lent—from Ash Wednesday to Easter; repentance and reflection; recognition that our sinfulness 

leads to the cross; intentional time to exercise the disciplines of grace 
• Holy Week—Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday; Jesus as King, Priest, Prophet; The 

remembrance that the shedding of blood was necessary for the forgiveness of sins 
• Easter—Resurrection of the Living Lord; the conquering of death and sin 
• Ascension—Christ in Power at the right hand of the Father; Christ interceding as the Mediator 
• Pentecost—Coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church; God sends out His people as the 

Church 
• Ordinary Time—The weeks between Pentecost and Advent; Living in light of the Gospel as the 

Church 

 
 
 

If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the glory 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the sending 
out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy of 
salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to meet 
you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door of the 
chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of darkness 
into his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this present reality 
as God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives their sins, teaches them 
from his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and then sends them out to live what 

they have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into 
His presence. 

 

 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
Introit—I Know that My Redeemer Lives, Vs 1 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-99; Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793. 

 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 25:1-5 
 

Pastor: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; 
 

All:  Let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 
 

Pastor: Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 

All:  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
 

Pastor: Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation; 

 

All:  For you I wait all the day long. 
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Hymn of Praise—Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

 
Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish Melody, Arr David Evans, 1927. 

 
Hymn of Praise—The Church’s One Foundation, Vs 1-2, 4-5 
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Text: Samuel Stone, 1866; Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1864. 

 
 
 

 
 
Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving 
 
+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 

 

 
 
New Testament Reading—John 10:11-15 
 

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is 
a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a 
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep.  
 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 

Sung Response—Lamb of God 

 
 

Text: John 1:29; Music: FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Titus 3:1-3 
Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Like sheep we go astray, and we need shepherds to guide us 

and lead us so that we may learn obedience and be ready for every good work. 
 

All:  Far too often, we only desire to submit to authorities with whom we agree  
and not to respect rulers with whom we disagree.   
We think we can choose to disobey. 

 

Pastor: We are to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle,  
and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 

 

All:  Instead, we defend our actions and our disobedience  
by maligning others, by blaming others,  
and encouraging quarrels that help our cause.  

We fail to be gentle and to treat others more kindly than ourselves. 
 

Pastor: For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,  
slaves to various passions and pleasures. 

 

All:  We passed our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 
 

Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Titus 3:4-7 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 
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+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—O Lord, How Joyful Tis to See 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1736, Tr by John Chandler, 1837, based on Psalm 133; Music: American Folk Melody 

 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
 

The Reading of the Word—1 Peter 5:1-5 
 

1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all 
of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” 

 

Leader:  The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
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Sermon—Shepherd Leader 

—Nate Shurden, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
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Sursum Corda 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.        
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.         
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to  

give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers,  
not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  

but with the precious blood of Christ,  
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (I Peter 1:18-19) 

 
 

Sung Response—Sanctus 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009.  ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WOMEN 
 
 
MEN 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either 
side for the wine/grape juice. 

 
 
Hymn of Communion—There Is No Greater Portrait 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©2005 ReformedPraise.org Text and Music: Eric Schumacher & David L. Ward, 2005. 
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Hymn of Communion—Not What My Hands Have Done 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 

 
 

 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps 
to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise—Christ Is Risen! Hallelujah! 

 
Text: James S.B. Monsell, 1863;  

Music: FOUNT OF GLORY, R.W. Thompson, 1864, Adapted Gregory Wilbur. ©2010 Gregory D Wilbur 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—from I Peter 2:9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Amen. 

 

Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs 11 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
 

Bob and Cindi Wolk 686-3349 or cindi_wolk@yahoo.com 
Every other Sunday after church at Cornerstone, Sermon Discussion 

 

Greg Wilbur 512-4156 or greg@cstonepres.org 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Wilbur’s house, Sermon Discussion 

 

Jim Smith, 347-4188 or jims@svmic.com 
2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:00 p.m., Smith’s house 

 

Randy Allen, 260-1884 or randmanrx@gmail.com 
Sundays at 5:30 p.m., Allen’s house, I Samuel 

 

Andy Patton, 500-1492 or parachuteadams1@gmail.com 
1st and 3rd Sundays, 5:00 p.m. Patton’s house 

 

Matt Michaud, 803-319-2693 or michaudba@gmail.com 
Sundays at 4-6 p.m., Michaud’s house 

 

Mike and Mel Payne, 615-618-3299 or meljpayne@gmail.com 
1st and 3rd Sundays at 4:30 p.m., Payne’s house 

 

Todd Russell, 319-4803 or toddrussell@firstprotective.com 
Sundays, 5:00 p.m., Russell’s house 

 

Mark Elliott, 615-477-1041 or markrelliott@yahoo.com 
Every Sunday (except the last Sunday of the month) after the 2nd Service., Elliott’s house 
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Vision for Officer Leadership  
 
 
 

Called to be an Officer  
How do you know if you are called to the work of an elder or deacon? Scripture gives us specific 
direction on the types of qualification to be an officer, but it’s an exercise in spiritual discernment 
more than a science. As we pursue an answer to the question of calling, it is important to realize 
there are some reasonable qualifiers to these characteristics, which help establish lines for gifting. 

 Think maturity, not age  
 Think progress, not perfection  
 Think wisdom, not knowledge  
 Think leadership, not faithful follower  

 
Desire for the Office  
Are you eager to serve in the office of elder or deacon? Are there other callings and ministries that 
excite you more—on which your heart is set? Have you received an “external call” (affirmation) 
from believers and leaders on faithfulness and fruitfulness?  
 
Time to Fulfill the Office  
In addition to the desire for the office, an office bearer must be willing to make the necessary time 
commitments to fulfill his responsibilities to the church.  
 
ELDER 
The Purpose of the Office of Elder 
The Session (Eldership) exists for the building of gospel-centered community through loving, 
truth-telling relationships where spiritual needs are being met, and hearts are being changed 
through encountering Jesus in Spirit and truth.  
 
The Session’s ministry is essentially meeting spiritual needs through the ordinary means of grace. 
The primary work of the Session is spiritual shepherding (I Peter 5:1-5), and thus the primary 
spiritual disposition is one of a Shepherd (John 10:1-18). We minister with the understanding that 
our greatest need (redemption) has been met through the grace of God in the gospel. In humble 
reliance on this grace, we serve in the manner we have been served (Mark 10:45). To do this, we 
follow the leading of the Good Shepherd and serve submissively, orderly, and eagerly to meet the 
spiritual needs of the church family, as well as those beyond it (Matt.28:18-20).  

 
Qualifications for the Office of Elder 
The essential element needed is that of godly character and aptitude to teach. In keeping with the 
primary qualifications listed in I Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9, elders must be men exhibiting 
characteristics defined below:  
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 Above reproach, a husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, not given to wine, not combative, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money, manages his 
household well, not a new convert, good reputation with outsiders, not self-willed or 
prideful, devout (Holy), self-controlled  

 
Responsibilities of the Office of Elder  
The primary work of an elder shall be to devote themselves to the ministry of the Word, 
sacrament, prayer, and discipline. Their responsibilities shall include the following:  

 Give general oversight of the flock (Acts 20:28, Heb. 13:17, I Thess.5:12)  
 In matters of doctrine (Acts 15, 16:4)  
 In matters of discipline/character (Heb.13:7)  
 In practical matters (Acts 6:1-6, 11:29-30)  

 Shepherd and disciple the flock (I Peter 5:1-5, Heb.13:7, Jas. 5:14)  
 Teach the flock (I Tim.3:2, 5:17; Titus 1:9, I Thess.5:12)  
 Equip the saints for the work of ministry (Eph.4:11)  
 Refute those who contradict sound doctrine and practice (Titus 1:9)  
 Be an example in godliness (I Tim.3:1, I Peter 5:3)  

 
DEACON 
The Purpose for Diaconal Ministry 
The Diaconate exists for the building of a gospel centered-community through loving, truth-telling 
relationships where visible and practical needs are being met, and hearts are being changed through 
encountering Jesus Christ in service with and for one another.  
 
The Diaconate’s ministry is essentially meeting felt needs through deeds. The primary work of the 
Diaconate is mercy (Acts 6:1-7) and thus the primary spiritual disposition is one of humble 
service. We serve with the understanding that your greatest need (redemption) has been met 
through the grace of God in the gospel. In humble reliance on this grace, we serve in the manner 
we have been served (Mark 10:45). To do this, we move out into service submissively, orderly, and 
eagerly to meet the needs of the church family, as well as those beyond it (Gal.6:2-10).  
 
Qualifications for the Office of Deacon (I Tim.1-3)  

 Love of the law, love of the gospel, acknowledgment of sin, exemplary life, life of praise, 
perseverance, prayer, proper relationship to women, good reputation, respectable, family in 
order, self-controlled, good conflict management, generous, strong grasp of the faith 

 
Responsibilities for the Office of Deacon  
Deacons are the servants of the church. The deacons serve under the general oversight of the 
Session, assisting in the area of service and mercy for the physical well being of the church and the 
wider community. Responsibilities include:  

 Assisting the pastor/elders so that they may be released to devote time for prayer, Word, 
and spiritual care of the church (Acts 6:2-4).  

 Giving shepherding oversight to the physical needs of the church (Acts 6:1-7) 
 Living as an exemplary servant to the body of Christ (Acts 6:2-4, Matt.23:11, 1 Tim.3:13)  
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today we open up a new season of nominations for officership at Cornerstone Pres. In preparation for 
this important season we are examining Peter’s key instruction on what it means to be a shepherd leader. 
Take time to discuss the questions below with your family or home fellowship group.    
 

 How does the theme of “shepherd leader” show up in the Old Testament? How is this role 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ?  

 

 Why do you think God uses the word picture of a shepherd to describe the work of a church 
leader?   

 

 How would you define the role of elder? How about the role of deacon? In what way do the roles 
of elder and deacon overlap? How are they different?  

 

 Take time to pray for the current eldership and diaconate at Cornerstone. Then, pray for the new 
men who will be put forward as candidates for office during this officer nomination season.  

 

 Commit to set aside time over the next two weeks to prayerfully consider the qualified men at 
Cornerstone that you will nominate to the office of elder and deacon. Please pay special attention 
to the job description for elder and deacon published in today’s bulletin.  

 
 
 
 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Tony Giles (430-8801) or tony@cstonepres.org 

Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 
Office Administrator: Susan Bumpus (618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 

Home Fellowship Coordinator: Matt Michaud (803-319-2693) or michaudba@gmail.com 
Women’s Ministry: Mel Payne and Marijean Green women@cstonepres.org 

Nursery Coordinator: Linda VanGorden (406-4431) or vangordenlinda@yahoo.com 
Elementary Sunday School Questions: Laura Coughlin (390-4201) or walkinglalo@mac.com 

 

Ruling Elders 
Randy Allen (260-1884)   Cy Fenton (500-5304)*    Jim Smith (347-4188) 
Terry Cheney (579-7089)    Jim Payne (497-0613)    Greg Wilbur (512-4156) 
Chuck Emerson: Emeritus (661-9273)           

 

Deacons 
Clint Branch (516-9855)   Kevin McClung (243-9228)   Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Joe Haworth (289-7543)   Jim Robinson (587-0442)   Bob Vermilye (599-9577)* 

David Steffens (557-5316)    
 

*On Sabbatical  
 

Post Office Box 407 h Franklin, Tennessee  37065 h  

www.cornerstonepresfranklin.org h (615) 618-4707 
 

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 
 


