
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 

03 March 2013 



Worship Notes 
 
 
 

As we return to Luke 9, we are directly confronted with who Christ is and what he has called us to do. The 
Call to Worship from Psalm 34 invites us to “Taste and see that the LORD is good” for those who look to 
Him shall never be ashamed. We continue by singing Come Ye That Love the Savior’s Name” with the 
prayer that we would joyfully make Him known as the Sovereign of our hearts. 

Our response to the Nicene Creed is Holy, Holy, Holy as a recognition of Jesus “the Christ of God” and 
the worthiness of Him to be praised, adored, and followed. The Corporate Confession of Sin focuses on the 
ways that we seek after desires other than God and that we sometimes are ashamed of the testimony about 
Him. But it is He who has called us to a “holy calling” in Christ (II Tim 1). 

We respond by singing Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken—all to leave and follow Him. We continue this 
theme of leading and guiding in the first communion hymn, If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee. Our 
second communion hymn is an Easter carol in anticipation of Resurrection Sunday. Over the next few weeks, 
we will learn and practice some of the great but less familiar Easter carols. Rise Up in Early Morning is a song 
of praise that echoes the phrases of praise in Psalm 150 but appropriated to the risen Lord. 

The final hymn, Come Ye Souls, is a prayer to look to the cross and the easy yoke that Jesus offers even as 
He guides our feet in obedience and service to Him. 

                —Greg Wilbur 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into his courts. 
 
 
 

Announcements, Preparation & Prelude 
 
 
 

Introit—Behold the Glories of the Lamb, Vs 1 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1688; Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727 

 
 



 
Call to Worship—Psalm 34:1-5, 8 

 

Pastor: We will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in our mouths. 
 

All:  Our souls make their boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 
 

Pastor: Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
 

All:  We sought the LORD, and He answered us and delivered us from all our fears. 
 

Pastor: Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
 

All:  Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
 

Pastor: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together! 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Come Ye that Love the Savior’s Name 
 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©2008 Andrea Tisher, Text: Anne Steele, 1769; Music: Andrea Tisher, 2008. 



Profession of Faith—The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of the Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light,  

Very God of Very God, 
begotten, not made,  

being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; 
who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered, died, and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven, and now sits on the right hand of the Father. 
And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead,  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets. 
And we believe in one holy and apostolic Church, both visible and invisible. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 



 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826; Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1861. 

 
The Reading of the Word—Luke 9:18-27 

 

18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, 
“Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, 
and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 Then he said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 

21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised.” 

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits 
himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” 

 
Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon—The Gospel of Luke, Part 39 

Who Do People Say That I Am?             —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
 



GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin 
 

Holy Father, we fear what it would mean to gain the whole world and forfeit our soul, yet our daily actions and thoughts too 
often pursue all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life (I Jn 2:16). May it be 
true of us that there is nothing on earth we desire besides You. For whom have we in heaven but You (Ps 73:25)? Our flesh 
and heart may fail, but You are the strength of our heart and our portion forever (Ps 73:26). 
 

Pastor: Father God, listen to the prayers of Your people. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Jesus, the Christ of the Living of God, You suffered for us and You left us this example for You have called us to follow 
in Your steps (I Pet 2:21). Therefore, may we not be ashamed of the testimony about You, our Lord, but rather share in 
suffering for the Gospel by the power of God who saved us (II Tim 1:8-9). 
 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, listen to the prayers of Your people. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Spirit, who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to us (II Tim 1:14). Strengthen us to be unashamed that 
we may know Christ—in whom we have believed with full conviction that He will guard and keep what we have entrusted to 
Him (II Tim 1:12). For only You keep our life (Ps 121:7) and there is no safety but to dwell in You alone (Ps 4:8). 
 

Pastor: Holy Spirit, listen to the prayers of Your people. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Sung Response—Lord, Have Mercy 

 
Text: Luke 18:13; Music: FRANKLIN KYRIE, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon—from II Timothy 1:8-10 
 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, but share in suffering for the gospel by 
the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because 
of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now 
has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 



Hymn of Praise—Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
 

 
 

 

CCLI #11121087 © 2005 ReformedPraise.org Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1833: Music: Jeff Bourque, 2005. 
 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 
 

Sursum Corda 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.         
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.          
 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 



Sung Response—Holy God We Praise Your Name, Vs 4 

 
Text: Based on Te Deum, 4th c., Attr Ignace Franz, 1774; Music: GROSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 

 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
Having confessed our sins and made a good profession of faith, God's Table is open to all those “faithfully-fenced" members of the covenant community. Please come forward to 
partake of this means of grace. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 

 
 

Communion Hymn—If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 

 
Georg Neumark, 1641, trans Catherine Winkworth, 1855; Music: NEUMARK, Georg Neumark, 1657, Mod. 2011. 



 
Hymn of Easter—Rise Up in Early Morning 

 
Text: St, John of Damascus, c. 754; Music: Mainz Gesangbuch, 1628. 

 
 
 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 



Hymn of Praise—Come Ye Souls, By Sin Afflicted 

 
 

Text: Joseph Swain, 1792; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2005. 
© 2005 Greyfriars Press.  Used by Permission. 

 
 
 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 

Benediction—from II Timothy 2:22 
 

Flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on 
the Lord from a pure heart. Amen. 

 
 



Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
Randy Allen, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays 5:30 p.m., Brook’s house. 

Chuck Emerson, 2nd and 4th Sundays 5:00 p.m., Steffens’ house. 

Cy Fenton, Sundays after church, Fentons or Hensleys. 

Stacy McGuire, Sundays after church, upstairs at Cornerstone. 

Greg Wilbur & Matt Michaud, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays at 5:30 p.m., Wilbur’s house. 

Jim Smith, 2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:00 p.m., Smith’s house. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

This week we are focusing on Luke 9:18-27, exploring the identity and calling of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and how who he is and what he does affects our lives as followers. 

The questions are intended to get you into the Word, into your heart, and into the lives of others.  
 

 In verses 21-22, Jesus asks a question concerning his identity, “Who do people say that I am?” After a few 
proposed answers, he turns to Peter and asks the question more personally. Peter responds, “The Christ of 
God.” What does the word “Christ” mean?  

 
 After Peter’s answer, Jesus commands them to tell this to no one (v.21). Why does he do that?  

 
 In verse 22, Jesus says being the Christ of God means suffering, rejection, death, and resurrection. How is 

this description of the Christ different from what Peter or the disciples expected?  
 

 In verses 23-27, Jesus tells us that if we lose our life for his sake, we actually save it. What does he mean 
by this and consider applications to this teaching for your own life presently?  

 
 Jesus says in verse 27 that some in his company will not taste death till they see the Kingdom of God. 

What might Jesus be referencing? How do you understand seeing the Kingdom of God?  
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