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Welcome to Worship 
 

If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the 
glory of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the 
sending out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy 
of salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to 
meet you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door 
of the chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of darkness into 
his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this present reality as 
God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives their sins, teaches them from 
his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and then sends them out to live what they 
have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 

 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His 
presence. 

 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 

Introit—Jesus Shall Reign, Vs. 1 

 
 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793. 

 

 
Call to Worship—from Psalm 36:1, 5-9 

Pastor: Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

All:  Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you save, O LORD. 

 

Pastor: How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
 

All:  Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

 

Pastor: The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 

 

All:  and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 

Pastor: For with you is the fountain of life; 
 

All:  in your light do we see light. 
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Hymn of Praise—Rejoice, O Pure in Heart 

 
 

Text: E.H. Plumptre, 1865; Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1883.  
 
 
 
 
Hymn of Refuge—Call Jehovah, Your Salvation 
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Text: Psalm 91, James Montgomery, 1822; Music: CALL JEHOVAH, Gregory Wilbur, 1996.  
©1996 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 

 

 
 
+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
 
 
New Testament Reading—Romans 9:6-18 

 
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, 
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the 
flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.9 For 
this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a 
son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our 
forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in 
order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him 
who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, 
but Esau I hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has 
mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I 
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then 
he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Preparation—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 14 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
 

All:  They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. 
 

Pastor: You look down from heaven on the children of man,  
to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 

 

All:  We have all turned aside; together we have become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, not even one. 

 

Pastor: Evildoers have knowledge, but they do not call upon Your name. 
 

All:  Though they are in great terror, God is with the generation of the righteous. 
 

Pastor: They would shame the plans of the poor, but You, O LORD, are his refuge. 
 

All:  Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
 

Pastor: When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 
 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Isaiah 42:6-7 
 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 

to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 
 

+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
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Hymn of Praise—Psalm 5: Hear My Words 

 
Text: Psalter 1912; Music: Gregory Wilbur, Adapted from Keine Schonheit hat die Welt by Johann Scheffler, 1657 

 
 

 
 
Reception of New Members—Second Service 
 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Genesis 25:1-34 
 

Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, 
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan 
were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, 
Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. 6 But 
to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he sent them away 
from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country. 

7 These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years. 8 Abraham breathed his last 
and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people.9 Isaac 
and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of 
Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10 the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There 
Abraham was buried, with Sarah his wife. 11 After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his 
son. And Isaac settled at Beer-lahai-roi. 

12 These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s 
servant, bore to Abraham. 13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of 
their birth: Nebaioth, the firstborn of Ishmael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, 
Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These are the sons of Ishmael and these 
are their names, by their villages and by their encampments, twelve princes according to their 
tribes. 17 (These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He breathed his last and died, and 
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was gathered to his people.) 18 They settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the 
direction of Assyria. He settled over against all his kinsmen. 

19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 20 and Isaac was 
forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the 
sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren. And the LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The 
children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So 
she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
    and two peoples from within you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
    the older shall serve the younger.” 
24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25 The 

first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his 
brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty 
years old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. 

29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
exhausted.30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” 
(Therefore his name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” 32 Esau said, 
“I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he 
swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and 
he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—New Beginnings: A Study of Genesis, Part 33 
The Clash of the Seeds Continues            —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—O Praise the Father 

 
Text: John Mason, 1683; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. 

 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 
 

Reception of New Members—First Service 
 
 
 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side 
for the wine/grape juice. 
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Psalm of the Month—Psalm 63: O God, Thou Art My God Alone 

 
 

Text: James Montgomery, 1822; Music: GOD ALONE, © 2011 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 
 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one 
with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn of Communion—There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
 

 
Text: William Cowper, 1771; Music: FOUNTAIN, Lowell Mason, 1830. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise—O Lord, How Joyful Tis to See 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1736, Tr by John Chandler, 1837, based on Psalm 133; Music: American Folk Melody   
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 

Benediction—from I John 3:2-3 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs 11 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 
 

 

Prayer Focus— Rachel Warhburst is the U.S. Programs Coordinator for Raise the Roof Academy 
(RTRA), an educational ministry in rural Uganda that seeks to establish a system of educational centers 
that cultivate a culture of learning and Christ’s love through empowerment opportunities. RTRA 
accomplishes this by partnering with local communities and churches throughout rural Uganda and its 
vision is to become the premier educational system for the children of rural Uganda.  Please pray for 
RTRA in the following ways: 
• For the RTRA staff in the U.S. and Uganda that they would fix their eyes on Jesus and why He has 

called them to this work. 
• For wisdom on how to take care of the students and their families. 
• For the groundbreaking and building of our 3 Forever Family Homes 
• For the completion of our kitchen and pavilion this next year 
• For continued wisdom and support for Nurse Rachel and the medical team in Uganda. 
• For continued growth in the community learning centers that education will open doors out of 

poverty and that every child would not have to wait another day to get the opportunity to go to 
school. 

• For all of the students that will be starting a new school year on Feb. 4th and for the P7 students 
that just graduated and are moving onto secondary school this year. 
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Tithes and Offerings 
 

Tithe boxes are located at the chapel entrances to receive tithes and offerings—part of 
our act of worship and service. Please make your checks payable to  

Cornerstone Presbyterian Church. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today’s message, “The Clash of the Seeds Continues” is taken from Genesis 25:1-34. Please take time 
to discuss the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG).  
 

• What interesting or curious story lines do you notice in the genealogies of Genesis 25:1-18? 
Generally speaking, what purpose do genealogies serve in Genesis?  

 

• How does the birth story of Jacob and Esau foreshadow the birthright story? How do both stories 
foreshadow what unfolds in the following chapters?  

 

• What is the spiritual significance of Esau’s disregard for his birthright?  
 

• It has been said the Jacob values the right things but goes about them in the wrong way. Is that 
true? Why or why not?  

 

• How does this chapter relate to the “seed theology” of Genesis 3:15? Where does the gospel 
come into play? 
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