
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
03 February 2019 

  



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Worship 
 

If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the 
glory of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the 
sending out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy 
of salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to 
meet you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door 
of the chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of darkness into 
his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this present reality as 
God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives their sins, teaches them from 
his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and then sends them out to live what they 
have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 

 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His 
presence. 

 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 
 

Introit—Jesus Shall Reign, Vs. 1 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793. 

 

 
 
Call to Worship—from Psalm 73:23-28 
 

Pastor: We are continually with You; You hold us by our right hand. 
 

All:  You guide us with Your counsel, and afterwards You will receive us to glory. 
 

Pastor: Whom have I in heaven but You?  
And there is nothing on earth that we desire besides You. 

 

All:  Our flesh and our hearts may fail,  
but God is the strength of our heart and our portion forever. 

 

Pastor: But for us, it is good to be near God. 
 

All:  We have made the Lord God our refuge, that we may tell of all Your works. 
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Hymn of Praise—Glory Be to God the Father 

 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of Praise—There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1854; Music: HOLY MANNA, Attr. To William Moore, 1825. 

 

 

 
 
+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
 
 
New Testament Reading—Matthew 7:7-11 

 
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it 
will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?10 Or if 
he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those 
who ask him! 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.   
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Preparation—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Matthew 6:25-34 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing that we are anxious about our lives,  
about what we eat and drink, about clothes and provisions. 

 

All:  We forget that life is more than food and the body is more than the clothes we wear. 
 

Pastor: You feed the birds of the air who neither sow nor reap.  
You clothe the lilies of the field who neither toil nor spin. 

 

All:  We are of more value than they, yet we are anxious about earthly things. 
 

Pastor: Our lack of faith causes us to question Your provision, O Father. 
 

All:  The unbeliever seeks after providing food and drink and clothes,  
yet it is You, our heavenly Father who knows that we need them. 

 

Pastor: Give us the grace to seek after Your kingdom and Your righteousness,  
and to rest in the assurance that You provide for our needs. 

 

All:  Help us not to be anxious about tomorrow. 
 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon—from Ephesians 1:11-14 
11 In Christ we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first 
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. 

 
 

+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
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Hymn of Praise—God is My Strong Salvation: Psalm 27 

 
Text: Psalm 27, James Montgomery, 1822; Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1864. 

 

 
 
Missions Report—Rachel Warhurst, Raise the Roof Ministry 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Genesis 24:1-33, 50-67 

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the LORD had blessed Abraham in all 
things. 2 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that 
he had, “Put your hand under my thigh, 3 that I may make you swear by the LORD, the God of 
heaven and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife 
for my son Isaac.” 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow 
me to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham 
said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back there.7 The LORD, the God of 
heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and who spoke 
to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his angel before you, 
and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, 
then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9 So the 
servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this 
matter. 
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10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts 
from his master; and he arose and went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. 11 And he made the 
camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time 
when women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, please 
grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham.13 Behold, I am standing 
by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw 
water. 14 Let the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink,’ 
and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have 
appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my 
master.” 

15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son 
of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her 
shoulder.16 The young woman was very attractive in appearance, a maiden whom no man had 
known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to 
meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my 
lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had 
finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have 
finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to 
draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21 The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether 
the LORD had prospered his journey or not. 

22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, 
and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Please tell me whose 
daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?” 24 She said to 
him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She added, 
“We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his 
head and worshiped the Lord 27 and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, 
who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, 
the LORD has led me in the way to the house of my master’s kinsmen.”28 Then the young woman 
ran and told her mother’s household about these things. 

29 Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the 
spring. 30 As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of 
Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man spoke to me,” he went to the man. And behold, he was standing 
by the camels at the spring. 31 He said, “Come in, O blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand 
outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 32 So the man came to the 
house and unharnessed the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels, and there was water 
to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 Then food was set before him to 
eat. But he said, “I will not eat until I have said what I have to say.” He said, “Speak on.” 

 

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing has come from the LORD; we 
cannot speak to you bad or good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her 
be the wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has spoken.” 

52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the earth before 
the LORD.53 And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave 
them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments. 54 And he and 
the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When they arose in 
the morning, he said, “Send me away to my master.” 55 Her brother and her mother said, “Let the 
young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56 But he said to 
them, “Do not delay me, since the LORD has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to 
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my master.” 57 They said, “Let us call the young woman and ask her.” 58 And they called Rebekah 
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” 59 So they sent away Rebekah 
their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and 
said to her, 

“Our sister, may you become 
    thousands of ten thousands, 
and may your offspring possess 
    the gate of those who hate him!”  

61 Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man. 
Thus the servant took Rebekah and went his way. 

62 Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63 And Isaac 
went out to meditate in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, 
there were camels coming. 64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she 
dismounted from the camel 65 and said to the servant, “Who is that man, walking in the field to 
meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the 
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah 
his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—New Beginnings: A Study of Genesis, Part 32 
A Match Made in Heaven               —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—O Praise the Father 

 
Text: John Mason, 1683; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. 

 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side 
for the wine/grape juice. 
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Psalm of the Month—Psalm 63: O God, Thou Art My God Alone 

 
 

Text: James Montgomery, 1822; Music: GOD ALONE, © 2011 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 
 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one 
with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn of Communion—Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 

 
Text: Louisa M.R. Stead, 1882; Music: TRUST IN JESUS, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1882. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—Jesus, What A Friend For Sinners 

 
Text: J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910; Music: HYFRYDOL, R.H. Prichard, 1831. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 

Benediction—1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
  

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

Sung Response—May You Be Strong (Colossians 1:10-11) 
 

 
 

 
© Copyright 2013 Allen House Productions (ASCAP) www.songsforthechurchyear.com and Greyfriars Press.  

Text: Nan Allen, 2013; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 
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Prayer Focus—Lee Leadbetter (Jen) is the Reformed University Fellowship International (RUFI) 
campus minister at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, TN. ministering to 1,700 foreign students 
and scholars from 100 nations.  RUFI is the campus ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America 
that focuses on international students.  God is at work and has brought more foreign students to college 
campuses in the United States than to any other nation.  RUFI responds to God’s work and obeys God’s 
Word by welcoming students from all nations and equipping kingdom ambassadors for Christ’s 
worldwide church.  RUFI seeks to reflect God's grace to an international audience by sharing hospitable 
deeds and gospel words in His Name with them.  Lee has requested that Cornerstone pray in the 
following areas: 
 
1. Praise God for 100 people (including 80-85 internationals) who attended Dinner & Discovery every 
other Thursday night last fall.  Pray for these 8 on campus events this spring as we provide our friends 
with a meal and then engage in discussion around the tables about “Life-Changing Conversations” Jesus 
had with people in the Gospels. 
2. Pray for our Wednesday lunchtime Bible study on “Amazing Grace” from Galatians.  We have 10 
Latino friends from 6 different countries, and all but 2 of them are most likely unbelievers.  Pray the 
Holy Spirit will grip hearts with his Gospel of grace and will transform their lives into true followers of 
Jesus.  
3. Pray for RUF-I intern, Jenny Ott, as she attends RUF staff assessment in February to help determine 
if the Lord is leading her to begin a longer term role as female staff with us beginning in the summer of 
2019. 
4. Pray for favor with UT’s International House staff, as we continue to rebuild trust after being falsely 
accused by an international student (not part of our group) of deception and coercion.  Praise God for 
recent open doors with the current Director, as well as promising relationship with 2-3 student workers. 
5. Praise God for a greater number of international students and scholars who are sharing their deep 
struggles with us - struggles with academic advisors, spouses, health, visa problems, depression, etc.  Pray 
for wisdom as we seek to nurture and guide friends from such diverse religious and cultural backgrounds, 
and ultimately encourage them to look to Jesus for rest. 
 
 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Tithe boxes are located at the chapel entrances to receive tithes and offerings—part of 
our act of worship and service. Please make your checks payable to  

Cornerstone Presbyterian Church. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today’s message, “A Match Made in Heaven” is taken from Genesis 24:1-67. Please take time to discuss 
the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG).  
 

• In the opening verses of Genesis 24, how does Abraham show that he’s still holding fast to God’s 
promise as he nears death (see Gen. 12:1-3, 7)?  

 

• Why could Isaac not marry a Canaanite woman (see Gen. 9:24-27)? Why is it important that 
Christians marry in the Lord (see 1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14)?  

 

• The servant’s prayer for guidance is the first of its type in the Scripture (v.12-14). What do we 
learn about divine guidance from his prayer? Should we expect God to guide us in this way? Why 
or why not?  

 

• What impresses about Rebekah’s character? How does she show her faith and commitment to 
God and Isaac in this passage?  

 

• Where or how do you see the gospel in this passage? 
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