
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND COVENANT RENEWAL 
 

Epiphany 

13 January 2013 



Worship Notes 
 
 

As human beings, we were created to worship and we do so naturally; however, we need God’s instruction to 
know how to worship rightly. Left on our own, our worship tends towards idolatry even as we are shaped by 
those idols that we worship. The Call to Worship is from Psalm 95 with the commands to come, sing, 
worship, bow down, give thanks, and make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. We begin with singing 
Come, Christians Join to Sing and continue with Come, Thou Almighty King—both of which enjoin us to 
praise and worship. 

Our Prayer of Confession comes from Psalm 135 and the recognition that we are prone to make idols for 
our own comfort, security, or self-fulfillment and that we become like the idols we make. We continue by 
singing the Psalm for January, Psalm 73: O God, How Good Thou Art in which we pray for God’s guidance 
and acknowledge that nothing in earth or heaven compares with God who is alone worthy of worship. 

Our first Hymn of Communion is a text from William Cowper, O For a Closer Walk With God that 
contains the words, “the dearest idol I have known, whate’re that idol be, help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
and worship only Thee.” The second hymn, Rock of Ages, reminds us that there is nothing of our own that we 
bring to God other than the saving work of Christ on the cross and that alone creates a haven of rest in 
worship. 

We conclude with All for Jesus and the prayer that we will trust and worship Jesus only, turning away from 
our “gilded toys of dust” to look only at Jesus, glorious King of kings. 

                             —Greg Wilbur 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into his courts. 
 
 

Announcements, Preparation & Prelude 
 
 

Introit—O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, Vs 1 

 
Text: St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1571-1621. 

 
 



Call to Worship—Psalm 95:1-7 
 

Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 

All:  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 

Pastor: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 

All:  In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 

Pastor: The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
 

All:  Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 

Pastor: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

 

Hymn of Praise—Come, Christians Join to Sing 

 
Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish Melody, Arr David Evans, 1927. 



Hymn of Praise—Come, Thou Almighty King 

 
Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: TRINITY, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 

 
 

 (Please be seated) 
 
 

New Testament Reading—Revelation 7:9-12 
Blessing and glory to God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb. 

 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
 

Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.  



GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 
 
 

Sung Response—Lamb of God 

 
 

Text: John 1:29; Music: FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 135:1-3, 13, 15-18 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. We who stand in Your house should give you praise  
for You are good. 

 

All:  We who stand in Your house, O God, should sing praise to Your name for it is pleasant. 
 

Pastor: We confess that we sometimes become complacent of Your goodness  
and our praise is unthinking. 

 

All:  Remind us of Your enduring Name, O Lord,  
and Your renown that lasts throughout the ages. 

 

Pastor: Our hearts are prone to make idols—to take the work of human hands and exalt it above You. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; they have eyes, but do not see. 

 

All:  We make for ourselves idols that promise comfort, peace and security. 
 

Pastor: They have ears, but do not hear, nor is there any breath in their mouths. 
 

All:  We make for ourselves idols that promise self-fulfillment and freedom. 
 

Pastor: We will become like the idols we make and worship—unable to speak or perceive,  
unable to hear and understand. 

 

All:  Lord, we long to become like You as we worship You in spirit and truth. 
 

Sung Response—Kyrie 

 
 

(Silent Prayers of Confession) 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Ephesians 2:4-5 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. 



Psalm for January—Psalm 73: O God, How Good Thou Art 

 
CCLI #11121087 Text: Psalm 73, The Psalter, 1912: Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2012. 

  
The Reading of the Word—Romans 11:33-36, 12:1-2 

 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him 
 that he might be repaid?” 
 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon—To Be the People of God, Part 2 

To Be Worshipers of God: Living to the Praise of His Glorious Grace 
—Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 



 
Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; The one holy Church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 

 
 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
Having confessed our sins and made a good profession of faith, God's Table is open to all those “faithfully-fenced" members of the covenant community. Please come forward to 
partake of this means of grace. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 

 
Hymn of Communion—O For a Closer Walk With God 

 



 
Text: William Cowper, 1772, 1792; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2006. © 2006 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 

Hymn of Communion—Rock of Ages 

 
 
 

CCLI #11121087 © 1985, Music Anno Domini. Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1776, Alt Thomas Cotterill, 1815;  
Music: NEW CITY FELLOWSHIP, James Ward. 1984. 



GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—All For Jesus 

 

 
 

Text: Mary D. James, 1889; Music: WYCLIFF, John Stainer, The Crucifixion, 1887, Adapted 2007. 



 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 

Benediction—Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—Come, O Creator Spirit Blest, Vs 1 

 

Text: Rhabanus Maurus, circa 800, Trans by Edward Caswall, 1849; Music: TRURO, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789. 
 
 
 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
Chuck Emerson, 2nd and 4th Sundays 5:00PM, Steffens’ house. 

Cy Fenton, Sundays after church, Fentons or Hensleys. 

Stacy McGuire, Sundays after church, upstairs at Cornerstone. 

Greg Wilbur & Matt Michaud, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays at 5:30PM, Wilbur’s house. 

Jim Smith, 2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:00PM, Smith’s house. 



 
 
 

 
 

Last week we began a new sermon series, To Be The People Of God. 
This series is designed to help us explore the vision for ministry at 
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church. In the first installment last week, we 
took a long look into the gospel itself, which is the very center of our 

ministry as a church. This week from Romans 12:1-2 we are exploring how the gospel turns idolaters into 
worshippers of the Living God.  

 

Based on the sermon this morning, what is worship? What is idolatry?  
 

According to the Bible, we are inescapably worshipers. This means it is not a question as to whether we will 
worship. The question, rather, is what will we worship.  
• Where do you see idols in your own life? As you identify certain idols, take time to explore the history of 

those idols in your life and how they are connected to core motivations. Consider also what negative 
consequence you may be experiencing in your life presently due to your service to these idols?  

• According to Romans 12:1-2, how might the power of the gospel remove these idols more and more from 
your life and simultaneously grow your devotion to and worship of God?  

 

Why does Paul make this appeal to be worshippers “by the mercies of God” (Rom.12:1)?  
 

In Paul’s appeal, he describes worship as the presentation of your bodies “living sacrifices to God” (Rom.12:1). 
What does that mean exactly? Further, how might we learn to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice? 
(See Rom. 12:2 for help.)  
 

Weekly corporate worship is designed to help you flee from idolatry (cf. 1 John 5:21) and to become true 
worshipers of God (John 4:23-26). Are you committed to weekly corporate worship? If you need 
encouragement here, take time to read and reflect on the beauty of the gospel and the attending call to 
corporate worship from Hebrews 11:19-25.  

 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 
Administrative Assistant: Susan Bumpus (618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 

Home Fellowship Coordinator: Randy Allen (260-1884) or randmanrx@gmail.com 
Nursery Coordinator: Linda VanGorden (406-4431) or vangordenlinda@yahoo.com 

Elementary Discipleship Coordinator: Lorrie Mathews (429-8355) or lorriegm@gmail.com 
 

Ruling Elders 
Chuck Emerson (661-9273)  Bill Iverson (370-0087)     Jim Smith (347-4188) 
Cy Fenton (500-5304)    Stacy McGuire (339-3900)     Greg Wilbur (512-4156) 
Grant Hensley (390-8828) 

 

Deacons 
Joe Haworth (289-7543)   David Steffens (513-4873)    Scott Weeks (599-4099) 
Riley May (866-8662)    Bob Vermilye (599-9577)   

 

Post Office Box 407 h Franklin, Tennessee  37065 h  

www.cornerstonepresfranklin.org h (615) 618-4707 
 

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 

 


