
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

First Sunday of Epiphany 
10 January 2016  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into 
His presence. 

 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
Introit—O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, Vs 1 

 
Text: St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1571-1621. 

 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 61:1-5, 8 
 

Pastor: Hear our cries, O God, listen to our prayers; 
from the end of the earth we call to you when our heart is faint. 

 

All:  Lead me to the rock that is higher than I, 
for you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. 

 

Pastor: Let us dwell in your tent forever! 
Let us take refuge under the shelter of your wings! 

 

All:  For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name. 

 

Pastor: So will we ever sing praises to your name, 
as we perform our vows day after day. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—Come, Christians Join to Sing 
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Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish Melody, Arr David Evans, 1927. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Come, Ye that Love the Savior’s Name 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©2008 Andrea Tisher, Text: Anne Steele, 1769; Music: Andrea Tisher, 2008. 

 
+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
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New Testament Reading—Luke 18:1-8 
1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2 He 

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a 
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a 
while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her 
continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God 
give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will 
give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 

 
Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Romans 12:9-12 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. You call us as Your followers to let our love be genuine  
and to abhor evil holding fast to what is good. 

 

All:  Father, we allow our love to be directed by self-interests,  
and we excuse or ignore evil.  
We do not hold firmly those things that are good. 

 

Pastor: You call us to love one another with brotherly affection  
and to outdo one another in showing honor. 

 

All:  Too often we pay no attention to those around us.  
Instead of love, affection and honor, we disregard our brothers and sisters. 

 

Pastor: Lord, You tell us to not be slothful in zeal, to be fervent in the Spirit,  
and to serve You. 

 

All:  Father, You know our wasted hours and affections, our inaction,  
and our failure to act on spiritual impulses.  

 

Pastor: Holy Spirit, work in our hearts that we may rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation,  
and to be constant in prayer. 
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Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Romans 5:1-2 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God 

 
+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
 
Hymn of Praise—Psalm 5: Hear My Words 

 
Text: Psalter 1912; Music: Gregory Wilbur, Adapted from Keine Schonheit hat die Welt by Johann Scheffler, 1657 

 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Philippians 4:6b-7 & I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

6b Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 18 for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Amen. 

 

Leader:  The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
Sermon—Entering the Year on Our Knees, Pt 2 

Prayer on the Go                 —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Heidelberg Catechism 
 

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 

A. That I am not my own,1 but belong— 
body and soul, in life and in death2— 

to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.3 
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,4  

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.5  
He also watches over me in such a way6  

that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven;7  
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.8 

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life9  
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.10 
 
1 1 Cor. 6:19-20 
2 Rom. 14:7-9 
3 1 Cor. 3:23; Titus 2:14 
4 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:2 
5 John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:1-11 
6 John 6:39-40; 10:27-30; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:5 
7 Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18 
8 Rom. 8:28 
9 Rom. 8:15-16; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14 
10 Rom. 8:1-17 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 
 
 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either 
side for the wine/grape juice. 
 
 

Hymn of Communion—Not What My Hands Have Done 
 

 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2013. 
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Hymn of Communion—I Need Thee Every Hour 

 
Text: Annie Sherwood Hawks, 1836-1918; Music: Robert Lowery, 1826-1899. 

 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps 
to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Jesus, I Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 Used by Permission. Text: William Sleeper; Music: Greg Thompson, 2000. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 

 

Benediction—I Thessalonians 5:23-24 
 

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of 

darkness into his light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this 
present reality as God calls his people and reveals himself, forgives 
their sins, teaches them from his Word, the Bible, feeds them, and 

then sends them out to live what they have learned. 
 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are reading this in worship, I want you to know something—you are an answer to prayer. 
Each Sunday before worship, I ask God to bring into our midst exactly who He desires would 
be there. Since you are with us today, I believe God has a blessing in store for you. I am 
prayerful as we worship together today, that blessing will be received and enjoyed.  
 

To that end, this service of worship has been designed that we might know God and the glory 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. From the summons to worship at the beginning to the sending 
out into the world at the benediction, that you might know God, the truth and joy of 
salvation, and be equipped to answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

Following the service, feel free to approach one of our elders (the men who help serve the 
Lord’s Supper) with any prayer needs or questions you may have. I believe you will find them 
to be warm, inviting, and eager to serve. Please know I would personally enjoy getting to meet 
you this morning following the service, so please stop by and see me at the front door of the 
chapel.  
 

It is my sincere prayer that your experience today at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is one 
that blesses you spiritually and strengthens your faith in the Lord. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nate Shurden  
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Taking the Message Home 
 
In our second installment of the series, “Entering the Year on our Knees,” we’re reflecting on what it 
means to pray without ceasing by considering the Apostle Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6-7 and 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Please prayerfully answer the application questions below personally.  
 

 What does it mean to pray without ceasing?  
 

 Geoffrey Wilson says that believers are to “…cultivate a spirit of constant prayerfulness that their 
whole lives will be permeated by the presence of God.” Practically speaking, what can you do to 
cultivate a spirit of prayerfulness throughout the day?  

 

 What hinders you from experiencing the benefit of continual prayerful closeness with God 
throughout the day? What would it take to overcome those obstacles?  

 

 If you were experiencing prayerful closeness to the Lord throughout the day, what sort of benefit 
would you expect to see in your life? What benefit might others experience in relationship to you?  

 

 Take a moment right now to pray through your answers to the above questions, asking God to 
give you a love for Him that’s manifested in intimate, persevering prayer.  
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