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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 

 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into 
His presence. 

 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  

 
Introit—O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, Vs 1 

 
Text: St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1571-1621. 

 
Call to Worship—Psalm 148:1-5, 7-8, 13 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
All:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
Pastor: Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 
All:  Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Pastor: Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
All:  Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded and they were created. 
Pastor: Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 

his majesty is above earth and heaven. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven 

 



 3 

 
Text: From Psalm 103, Henry F. Lyte, 1834; Music: PRAISE MY SOUL, John Goss, 1869. 

 
Hymn of Praise—My God, My Portion, and My Love 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, from Southern Harmony. 

 

+++Latecomers Please Wait to be Seated+++ 
 

New Testament Reading—Matthew 2:1-11 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 
me word, that I too may come and worship him.”9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was.10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  
 

Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord.   All:    Thanks be to God.  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Search Me, O God 

 
Text: J. Edwin Orr, 1936; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2018. © 2018 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 25 
Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls.  

Our God, in you we trust.  
Let us not be put to shame; let not our enemies triumph over us.  

 

All:  Make us to know Your ways and teach us Your paths.  
Lead us in Your truth and teach us.  

 

Pastor: You are the God of our salvation. May we wait for you all the day long.  
Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love,  

for they have been from of old. 
 

All:  Remember not the sins of our youth and our transgressions;  
according to Your steadfast love remember us, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 

 

Pastor: For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. 
 

All:  Consider our afflictions and our troubles, and forgive all our sins. 
 

Pastor: You lead the humble in what is right. May we be humble; teach us Your way. 
 

All:  All of Your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness,  
for those who keep Your covenant and Your testimonies. 
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Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon—based on 2 Corinthians 4:6 & 15 
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. For it is all for your sake, so that 
as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

+++Latecomers are Welcome to be Seated+++ 
 
Hymn of Praise—When All Thy Mercies 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  © Fernando Ortega, 1991 Text: Joseph Addison, 1712; Music: Fernando Ortega, 1991 
 
 
 

GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Psalm 139:1-24 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;     you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down     and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,     behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before,     and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;     it is high; I cannot attain it. 
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit?     Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!     If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning     and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me,     and your right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,     and the light about me be night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;     the night is bright as the day,     for darkness is as light with you. 
13 For you formed my inward parts;     you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Wonderful are your works;     my soul knows it very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,  
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, 
    the days that were formed for me,     when as yet there was none of them. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!     How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.     I awake, and I am still with you. 
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19 Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God!     O men of blood, depart from me! 
20 They speak against you with malicious intent;     your enemies take your name in vain.  
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?     And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
22 I hate them with complete hatred;     I count them my enemies. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!     Try me and know my thoughts!  
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,     and lead me in the way everlasting!  
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—A Prayer for the new Year, Part 1 
Search Me                  —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung Response—Doxology 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois’s Genevan Psalter, 1551. 
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Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.        
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.         
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to  

give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 
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Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side 
for the wine/grape juice. 

 
Psalm of the Month—Lord, Through All the Generations, Psalm 90 

 
Text: Psalm 90, The Psalter, 1912: Music: Greyfriars Press, 2018. 
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Hymn of Communion—Light of The Anxious Heart 

 
Text: St. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153, Tr. by John Henry Newman, 1801-80;  

Music: SELMA, Robert Archibald Smith, 1780-1829 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the 
following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I 
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you 
that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the 
cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised 
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with 
your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise—As With Gladness Men of Old, Vs 1-4 
 

 
Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1860; Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1838 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 

Benediction—Revelation 4:11 
 

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” Amen. 
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Sung Response—What Child is This, Vs 3 

 
Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1865; Music: GREENSLEEVES, 16th Century English 
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Prayer Focus—Joshua Kines (Emily) is the church planter and senior pastor of Parish Church(PC) in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, a church plant of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  The greater Lafayette area has over 
250,000 people and no PCA churches prior to PC being planted in 2016. Joshua has over 15 years experience 
in church planting, including work as a church planter in Peru and Columbia, South America, prior to being 
called to Lafayette. He and Emily have been blessed by the Lord with six children.  
• Praise for the recent addition of 37 communing and non-communing members, as well as several new families 

waiting to join in the next class. 
• Praise for the hiring of a pastoral assistant (Scott Holstein) and a new children’s ministry director (Rosie 

Moyer). Both additions have already proved timely and fruitful. 
• Pray for Josh and Emily’s involvement in the start of a classical Christian school in Lafayette. 

(www.logoslafayette.com) 
• Pray for the financial, logistical, and practical aspects of some substantial strategic updates we are making to 

the building where we meet. Pray for favor with the building owner, for financial stewardship of the resources 
available, and for the blessings we believe this will bring to the church. 

• Pray PC's second annual Renew Women’s Conference this year with speaker, Lisa Hellier. The Lord brought 
over 170 ladies from the community last year and we are praying for the same this year.  Pray for the fruit 
that comes from the conference and PC’s continued exposure in the tight-knit community of Lafayette. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today is the first message in the sermon series, “A Prayer for the New Year.” The message for today is, 
“Search Me” from Psalm 139:23-24. Take time this week to discuss the questions below with your 
family or Home Fellowship Group.  
 

• Read back through Psalm 139:1-18. What key doctrines do you see? 
 

• What do you make of the sudden shift in vs. 19-22? How does this section add a dimension of 
meaning to the Psalm’s overall meaning? 

 

• David’s first plea in vs. 23-24 is for God to search him and know him. It’s a call for examination 
even inquisition (see Job 38:3). What is David hoping to accomplish with this first petition?  

 

• Why is it important that God searches us? If God were to search you right now, what would He 
find? What would you want Him to find?  

 

• Close this time by asking God to search you and know you.  
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