
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND GOSPEL RENEWAL 

Epiphany Sunday 

05 January 2014 



Worship Notes 
 

.On Epiphany we celebrate the coming of the Magi to Bethlehem and the recognition that Jesus 
fulfills the Old Testament prophecies of being a light to the nations and his coming is for all peoples. 
We begin by singing O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright—one of the many hymns by Ambrose who 
was the bishop of Milan in the 4th century. Ambrose was known for popularizing the singing of Psalms 
and hymns in Milan as well as for discipling and baptizing Augustine of Hippo.  

The Call to Worship from Psalm 27 reflects the theme of the Lord as our light and salvation and 
that we desire for Him to lead us and teach us in His paths. We continue by singing Glory Be to God 
the Father as we sing praise to the Father, Son and Spirit. In Come Ye that Love the Savior’s Name, 
we pray that we might proclaim the name of our Savior with great joy to all the nations around.  

The New Testament Reading from Philippians 1 reminds us that God is working in us and will 
bring to completion His work, in His time, for His glory.  Our Prayer of Confession comes from I 
Corinthians 1 and deals with what seems to be the foolishness of the cross but is in reality the 
foolishness of our worldly wisdom. 

Our Hymns of Communion include The King Shall Come, an Epiphany text longing for the day 
of the reappearance of Christ, and the Psalm for January, O My Soul With All Thy Powers, that 
presents the Father’s loving care of His children for He has sealed our peace and our pardon. We 
conclude with As With Gladness Men of Old that takes the story of the Magi and applies it to our 
own hearts that we would be led to Christ, seek His mercy, and bring all our treasures to His feet. May 
the Lord indeed lead us in such a way in 2014!                —Greg Wilbur 

 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into his courts. 
 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 
 
 

Introit—O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, Vs 1 

 
Text: St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1571-1621. 



Call to Worship—from Psalm 27:1, 4, 8, 11, 14 
 

Pastor: The LORD is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
 

All:  The LORD is the stronghold of our lives; of whom shall we be afraid? 
 

Pastor: One thing we ask of the LORD and that we will seek after:  
that we may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of our lives, 

 

All:  That we may gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple. 
 

Pastor: You have said, “Seek my face.” Our hearts say to you, “Your face, LORD, do we seek.” 
 

All:  Teach us Your way, O LORD, and lead us on a level path. 
 

Pastor: Wait for the Lord, be strong and let your hearts take courage; wait for the LORD! 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Glory be to God the Father 
 

 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission. 
 



Hymn of Praise—Come Ye that Love the Savior’s Name 
 

 
CCLI #11121087 ©2008 Andrea Tisher, Text: Anne Steele, 1769; Music: Andrea Tisher, 2008. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
 

New Testament Reading—Philippians 1:3-11 
He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion to the glory and praise of God. 

 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and 
all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God. 
 

Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling 
work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 



Sung Response——Lord, Have Mercy 

 
Text: Luke 18:13; Music: FRANKLIN KYRIE, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on I Corinthians 1:18-27 
Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. We often think we are wise or skillful in debating spiritual matters. 

 

All:  But You have made foolish the wisdom of the world. 
 

Pastor: You pleased to make Yourself known not through wisdom  
but through the folly of what we preach in order to save those who believe. 

 

All:  We demand signs or seek after rational wisdom, 
 

Pastor: But we preach Christ crucified for the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

All:  Yet, the cross is often a stumbling block to what we think the gospel should look like  
or it is folly to our rational minds. 

 

Pastor: But to those You have called, it is Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
For what is foolishness to You is wiser than men and Your weakness is stronger than men. 

 

All:  As we consider our callings, we wrestle with our own lack of wisdom, our weakness,  
and our humble positions. 

 

Pastor: But You have chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise  
and what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Sung Response—Lamb of God 

 
Text: John 1:29; Music: FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 



Assurance of Pardon—based on Colossians 1:19-22 
For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were 
alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, 
in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him. 
 

Hymn of Praise—Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; Music: ST. DENIO, Traditional Welsh Melody. 

 
The Reading of the Word—Luke 14:25-33 

25 Now great crowds accompanied him [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was 
not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first 
and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms 
of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 

Elder:   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
All:   But the Word of our God will stand forever.  



 
Sermon—The Gospel of Luke, Part 68 

Following Jesus in 2014               —Nate Shurden, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung Response—O Praise the Father 

 
Text: John Mason, 1683; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; The one holy Church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



Sung Response—Gloria 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 

 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
Having confessed our sins and made a good profession of faith, God's Table is open to all those “faithfully-fenced" members of the covenant community. Please 
come forward to partake of this means of grace. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 

 

Hymn of Communion—The King Shall Come, Vs 1-3, 6-7 

 



 
Text: Greek Hymn, Tr John Brownlie, 1859-1925; Music: MORNING SONG, Kentucky Harmony, 1816. 

 

Psalm for January—Psalm 103: O My Soul With All Your Powers 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 Text: Psalm 103, James Montgomery, Songs of Zion, 1822: Music: Greyfriars Press, 2014. 



GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—As With Gladness Men of Old, Vs 1-4 

 
Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1860; Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1838 



GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 
 
 

Benediction—from Galatians 6:14, 18 
 

May we boast only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to us, 
and we to the world. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 

 

 
Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 372-466, Trans by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95;  

Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 
 

 
HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

Chuck Emerson 943-8443 or emersonbrntwd@aol.com, 2nd and 4th Sundays 5:00 p.m., Steffens’ house. 

Cy Fenton 500-5304 or cyfenton@gmail.com, Sundays after church, Fenton’s house. 

Stacy McGuire 591-9462 or stacy.a.mcguire@gmail.com, Sundays after church, upstairs at Cornerstone. 

Greg Wilbur 512-4156 or greg@cstonepres.org, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Wilbur’s house. 

Jim Smith 491-8855 or jims@svmic.com, 2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:00 p.m., Smith’s house. 

Mike and Mel Payne, 615-618-3299 or meljpayne@gmail.com, Sundays 5:00p.m., Payne’s house. 



 
 
 
It’s the new year and so many of us have resolved to read our Bibles more, pray more, to get more involved in 
church, etc. We believe these things will make us better Christians.  
 

We re-enter the book of Luke today with some challenging words from Jesus on what it really means to be a 
disciple. His answer may go beyond our typical definitions for what it means to be a Christian.  
 

• Jesus teaches us that we must hate our family and even our own life if we are to follow him. This is strong 
and unsettling language from Jesus. How are we to understand and apply these words?   

 

• Because many of us have crosses hanging around our necks and on our walls as decoration in our homes, 
we sometimes forget that a cross is an instrument of capital punishment. Jesus is teaching us that following 
him requires bearing a cross—an act of execution. How are we to understand these words?  

 

• Jesus says no one begins a project, like building a tower or fighting a battle, without first counting the cost. 
Based on verse 33, Jesus is teaching us that being a Christian will cost you everything. How does this 
square with the teaching on free grace (see Eph. 2:8-9)?  

 

• What aspect of Jesus’ teaching in this passage do you need to think about more for your life? Share a few 
words with your HFG or family, so they can pray for you as you take to heart Jesus’ teaching.  

 

• How do your life goals for 2014 line up with Jesus’ call to discipleship? What changes or adjustments do 
you need to make in life based on this teaching? Take time to share these reflections with your HFG or a 
close friend.  
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