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Pastoral Notes 

 
Dear Cornerstone Family,  
 

When Moses is preparing the people of Israel to enter the land of Canaan, he tells them the key to their future 
blessing is remembering God’s faithfulness in the past (Deuteronomy 8:2). He reminds them that God did not 
let them go hungry in the wilderness. He gave to them manna to eat every morning. He did not let them die of 
thirst. He gave them water from a rock. Amazingly, in 40 years of wilderness wandering, their clothes did not 
wear out nor did their feet swell from walking. God was faithful every step of the way.  
 
Forgetfulness is one of the besetting spiritual struggles of God’s people throughout the ages. In biblical history, 
forgetfulness is tied to doubt, disobedience, even idolatry. The checkered history of the book of Judges is a case 
in point of this. The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord because “...they forgot the Lord their God and 
served the Baals and Asherahs” (Judges 3:7). Before we wander from the Lord, we’re first forgetful of Him and 
His benefits (Psalm 103:2).  
 
We have to fight spiritual dementia and amnesia by actively engaging our memories with God’s Word and work. 
Our spiritual progress depends on what one scholar calls, “walking backward into the future.” In other words, 
spiritual advance comes when our memories are stirred with the wonder of redemption. Through remembering, 
we are equipped for the fight of faith, energized to finish the race (2 Timothy 4:7).  
 
As we prepare for a big anniversary in the life of Cornerstone Presbyterian Church, we’re laying hold of this 
critical biblical instruction. As hard as it is to believe, we will celebrate TEN YEARS as a congregation in 
November! In these ten years, we’ve seen God do amazing things in and through this little outpost of heaven, 
and it’s time for us to remember afresh what God has done and give Him the praise He deserves.   
 
Toward this end, the month of November will be a dedicated time of remembrance and celebration at 
Cornerstone. We’ve invited two amazingly gifted preachers to join us on November 7th and 14th to encourage 
and challenge us from God’s Word. I asked them both to ponder this question, “What from God’s Word would 
you want to say to a church celebrating ten years of ministry?” They are choosing specific texts and crafting 
messages tailored to renew and bless our hearts during this special time. I can’t wait to hear what God lays on 
their hearts! 
 
Then, on November 21st, we have rented out Liberty Hall at The Factory in Franklin for the whole day! We will 
have ONE worship service at The Factory at 10am that morning. It will be a special Thanksgiving Service. Then, 
at 5:30 p.m., we will regather at The Factory for a rip-roaring celebration with amazing food, a concert, special 
guests, and more. Lord willing, it will be a day we will remember for many years to come!  
 
Trust me, you will not want to miss one minute of what’s in store throughout November at Cornerstone. 
Registration will open next Sunday, October 17! Please mark your calendars now! We want ALL of Cornerstone 
present for the month of November as together we give thanks to God for the great things He has done.  
 

 

Your servant, 
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Worship is a response to the love of God that brings us out of darkness into his 
light. The rhythm and flow of the service reflects this present reality as God calls 

his people and reveals himself, forgives their sins, teaches them from his Word, the 
Bible, feeds them, and then sends them out to live what they have learned. 

 

This is the pattern of his love in redeeming and saving his people. 
 
 

 
 
 

Prelude, Announcements, and Preparation 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 
 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word 
and calls us into His presence. 

 
Hymn of Praise—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name, vs 1 & 3 

 
Text: Edward Perronet, 1779; alt. St. 4 John Rippon, 1787; Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1793. 

  



 4 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 116:12-19 
 
Pastor: What shall we render to the LORD for all his benefits to us? 
 

All:  We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
 

Pastor: We will pay our vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
 

All:  We will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 
 

Pastor: I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

 

All:  Praise the LORD! 
 
 

 

Hymn of Praise—Glory be to God the Father 

 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1868; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press. Used by Permission.   
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Old Testament Reading—Isaiah 53:7-12 

 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief;  
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.     
All:  Thanks be to God.  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s 
favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Lamb of God 

 
Text: John 1:29; Music: FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009. ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 

 
 

Congregational Prayer of Confession—based on Romans 1:18-23, 25 
 

 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. Your wrath is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness  
and unrighteousness of man, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

 

All:  What can be known about You is plain because You have shown it to us. 
 

Pastor: Your invisible attributes—Your eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly perceived  
ever since the creation of the world in the things that have been made. 

 

All:  We are without excuse, for although we knew You,  
we did not honor You or give thanks to You. 

 

Pastor: We became futile in our thinking and our foolish hearts were darkened. 
 

All:  Claiming to be wise, we became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God  
for earthly things. 

 

Pastor: We have exchanged the truth about You, O God, for a lie and worshipped the creature  
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
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Assurance of Pardon—based on Psalm 66:16-20 
Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

I cried to him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue. 
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 
 
 

 
Hymn of Praise—How Deep the Father’s Love For Us 

 
CCLI #11121087  ©1995 Thankyou Music; Text and Music: Stuart Townend, 1995.  
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
 

The Reading of the Word—Mark 14:53-72 
 

53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came 
together.54 And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he 
was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council 

were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none.56 For many bore false 
witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore false witness 
against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in 
three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony did not 
agree. 60 And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What 
is it that these men testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the 
high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his 
blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death. 65 And some 
began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards 
received him with blows. 

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and 
seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, 
Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into 
the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the 
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders 
again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a 
curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.”72 And immediately the 
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.  

 

 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  
 
 

Sermon—Follow Me: The Gospel of Mark, pt 51 
Standing Trial                  —Ben Griffith, Pastor 
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Sung Response—Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted, Vs 4 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1804; Music: O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN, Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places  
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Sung Response—All Creatures of Our God and King, Vs 6 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, c. 1225, Tr William Draper, 1919; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Cologne, 1623. 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond 
in thanksgiving. 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for 
Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You 
can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. Proceed to the first table for the bread, and then on the second for 
wine/juice. 
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Psalm of the Month—Psalm 102: Lord, Hear My Prayer 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©2007 Greyfriars Press; Text: Paraphrase of Psalm 102;  Music: Gregory WIlbur, 2007. 
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Hymn of Communion—Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat 

 
 

Text: John Newton, 1779; Music: APPROACH MY SOUL, Gregory Wilbur, 2011. ©2011 Greyfriars Press 
 
 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I 
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you 
that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, 
taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your 
people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Jesus, What A Friend for Sinners 

 
Text: J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910; Music: HYFRYDOL, R.H. Prichard, 1831.   
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste 
of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 
 

Benediction—from I Peter 2:9-10 
 

The Lord has chosen you as a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. Amen. 

 
 
 

Sung Response—Barocha (Numbers 6:24) 

 
CCLI #11121087 © 1989 Birdwing Music; Text and Music: Michael Card, 1989. 
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Welcome to Cornerstone! If you are visiting with us today, we are glad you’re here and would love the opportunity to welcome you 
personally. We invite you to fill out the visitor card available in the pew in front of you. 

Please drop it in the offering boxes at either chapel entrance as you leave. 
 

Focus on Church Ministry
 
Midweek at Cornerstone 
Find all the details about Midweek, including the schedule 
and dinner registration, on the church website and app. 
Registration for dinner is open until Monday at noon. 
Dinner for October 13 is McAlister’s assorted sandwiches 
and salads. $5/person, $20/family maximum. Please 
make plans to spend midweek with your Cornerstone 
family! 
 
Choir for Fall and Advent—Wednesdays at 7:15pm 
Following Vespers and Youth, come join with others 
as we prepare choral music for our annual Lessons 
and Carols service as well as other opportunities  
during the holiday season. Please contact Greg for more 
information: greg@cstonepres.org 
 
Conversation with Jonathan Rogers & Carolyn Weber 
Monday, October 25, 7:00 p.m. at Cornerstone 
You are invited to a live taping of The Habit podcast in 
which author Jonathan Rogers will interview Carolyn 
Weber. Dr. Weber is a noted professor, speaker, and 
author of the award-winning memoir Surprised by 
Oxford, which is also currently being made into a feature 
film. She now teaches rhetoric, logic, and writing at New 
College Franklin.  
 
The Bookshelf 
The new “Blessings of the Faith” book series is finally in 
print! These brief primers aim at introducing and 
celebrating the richness of Reformed doctrine and practice. 
Only $5 apiece!  

• Persistent Prayer by Guy Richard  
• Covenantal Baptism by Jason Helopoulos  
• Expository Preaching by David Strain  

 
Men’s Fall Fellowship 
Brothers, cooler temps are here. Let’s enjoy this weather 
together! Saturday, October 23rd, from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m., 
we are going to gather around the fire pit at Randy Allen’s 
house (2490 McLemore Cir) and enjoy some 
barbecue and brotherly fellowship. Make plans now to 
join us. 
 
 

 
Sunday School 
Adults: choose from The Cornerstone School of 
Discipleship offerings (listed below) 
Youth: Merridee’s 
Babies/Toddlers: Room 102 
3 years - Kindergarten: Room 103 
1st – 2nd grade: Room 104 
3rd – 4th grade: Room 101 
5th – 6th grade: Room 301  
 
The Cornerstone School of Discipleship 
Core Class: The Mystery of the Holy Spirit led by Tony 
Giles (Room 303) 
In this six-week course, your understanding of the Holy 
Spirit’s person and work will deepen as you explore the 
indispensable ministry of this mysterious and often 
underappreciated member of the Trinity. R.C. Sproul’s 
The Mystery of the Holy Spirit is a supplemental resource. 
Available on The Bookshelf for $10. 
Elective Class: Pursuing the Joy of a Clear Conscience led 
by various teachers (Chapel) 
In this six-week course, you will come to appreciate why 
the Bible emphasizes the importance of a clear conscience, 
gaining practical instruction in how to train a conscience, 
how to free a guilty conscience, and how to peaceably work 
through matters of conscience with those in whom you 
disagree. 
 
Young Moms’ Encouragement Group 
If you have young children, this is for you! This new group 
will meet three times before Christmas for a night out with 
a purpose. The first meeting is October 21 (location 
TBD). Please let us know you’re interested in participating 
by filling out a form through the midweek email or on the 
Women’s Ministry page of the church website. Questions? 
women@cstonepres.org 
 
Youth Group Bonfire and Hayride 
All 7th-12th graders are invited to the Brookses’ (1020 
Lumsden Lane) for a bonfire and hayride on October 24, 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Questions? youth@cstonepres.org



 

Taking the Message Home 
 

1. What was one big take away for you from this morning’s message? 
2. In what sense are both Jesus and Peter on trial in this account? What similarities and parallels does Mark 

include in order to portray this?  
3. What is significant about the way that Jesus affirms he is the Messiah in v. 62? By drawing on the imagery 

of Daniel 7 and Psalm 110, what is Jesus saying to his “judges”?  
4. What does Peter's “trial” reveal about his heart, about what he was truly valuing on that night? How can 

you relate?  
5. How should Peter’s failure serve as a warning to us? And how does it serve as an incredible 

encouragement to us as well? 
6. What does this passage show you about Jesus that moves you to love and trust him more?   

 
 
 

 
CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 
Pastor: Nate Shurden (615-618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Ben Griffith (601-606-2687) at ben@cstonepres.org 
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Randy Allen (615-260-1884)     Will Kesler (423-313-7493)    *Jim Payne (615-497-0613) 
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Matt Faulk (714-801-7596)     Brent Roberts (615-394-0662)    Casey Taggart (662-813-3563) 
Dan Fiedler (615-812-4032)     *Jim Robinson (615-587-0442)   Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Kevin McClung (615-243-9228)    Todd Russell (615-319-4803)    Bob Vermilye (615-943-8139) 
Mike Payne (615-579-6453)          

 

*On Sabbatical        
 

Post Office Box 407  Franklin, Tennessee  37065 
www.cornerstonepresfranklin.org  (615) 618-4707 

 

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 


