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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 
 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls us into His presence. 
 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 

Introit—Behold the Glories of the Lamb, Vs 1 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1688; Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727 

 
Call to Worship—from Psalm 122:1 & Psalm 27:4, 8, 11, 14 
 

Pastor: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
You have said, “Seek my face.”  

 

All:  Our hearts say to you, “Your face, LORD, do we seek.” 
 

Pastor: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

 

All:  To gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
 

Pastor: Teach us your way, O LORD, and lead us on a level path. 
 

All:  Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 
  
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Come, Thou Fount 
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1758; Music: NETTLETON, Asahel Nettleton, 1825. 

 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Psalm 138: I Will Give You Thanks and Praise You 

 
Text: Psalm 138, The Ailbe Psalter, 2006; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart, 1867. 
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New Testament Reading—1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
 

19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the 
law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God 
but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, 
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save 
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 

 

Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling 
work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
 
 

Sung Preparation—Come, O Redeemer, Come 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 ©1996 Metro One, Inc. Text and Music: Fernando Ortega, 1996. 
 
 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on 1 John 1:5-8 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. We have heard your message and it has been proclaimed to us.  
You are light, and in You there is no darkness at all. 

 

All:  If we say we have fellowship with you while we walk in darkness,  
we lie and do not practice the truth. 

 

Pastor: But if we walk in the light as You are in the light, we have fellowship with on another. 
 

All:  And the blood of Jesus Your Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. 
 

All:  And the truth is not in us. 
  
 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
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Assurance of Pardon—from 1 John 1:9-10 
 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—As the Hart Longs for Flowing Streams 
 
 

 
 

CCLI #11121087 © 1975, Word Music; Text: Based on Psalm 42, Danna Harkins, 1975; Music: American Folk Melody. 
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

The Reading of the Word—Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—Press on Toward the Goal: A Study of Philippians, Part 7 
The Power of Being Emptied                —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung Response—Let Glory Be to God on High 

 
CCLI #11121087  Text: From the Liturgy of St. James & an 8th Century manuscript  (Gloria in excelsis Deo); Music: Greyfriars Press, 2018. 
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Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 

Sung Response—Sanctus 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory D Wilbur, 2009.  ©2009 Greyfriars Press. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we respond in thanksgiving. 
 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel, and who 
are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. You can find some sample prayers 
on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed to either side for the wine/grape juice. 
 
 
Celebration of First Communion 

—Amara Elliott, daughter of Mark & Lindsey Elliott 

 
 
 
Hymn of Communion—Jesus, Blessed Lord and Savior 

 
 

CCLI #11121087  Text: G. de Mattos; Music: Greyfriars Press, 2017. 
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Hymn of Communion—I Hunger and I Thirst 

 
 

Text: John S.B. Monsell, 1866; Music: Nathan Johnson, 2017, Used by Permission. 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following 
prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I 
am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved 
in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in 
the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Hymn of Praise—Awake My Zeal, Awake My Love 

 
Text: Vs 1-4, Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: TALLIS CANON, Thomas Tallis, 1560. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 

Benediction—based on Philippians 4:7 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 
 

Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs 11 

 
Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, 1813. 

 
 

  

Prayer Focus—Josh (Gina) Rieger is a church planter with Mission to the World (the foreign mission agency 
of the PCA) in Hexham, which is in Northumberland, England, one of the less densely populated counties in 
England, the most secular and most northern county in England.  One hundred years ago Northumberland had 
90 Presbyterian Church in 4 Presbyteries but today there are only 3 evangelical churches.   Josh and Gina have 
ministered for six years in Northern England. Five years ago they planted a new church in Hexham, a town that 
has not had an evangelical church in 40 years.  Please pray for Joshua and Gina in the following ways:  
• that the Lord would bless the congregation with families and young adults. Over the last year we’ve had two 

families and a few young adults begin to attend. Pray this would continue. This is a blessing to the church, 
but also a great blessing for the Rieger children. However, the young adults in particular would love more 
fellowship with people their age. 

• continue to pray for other mothers with whom Gina would be able to develop close friendships. Two new 
mothers have joined the church in the last year, a specific answer to your prayers. Pray that Gina would 
develop close friendships with these women and also women in the community to whom she could witness. 

• that the Lord would develop love and unity in the church. The members come from all sorts of backgrounds 
and this has led to tensions in the congregation in the past. 

• that the Lord would raise up men to serve as elders and deacons. Josh is currently going through training 
with one man who is a potential elder. Pray as we go through the process of calling this man to be an elder 
in the coming months. 

• for the new members course over the next 2 Sundays. There are 8-10 people who have started attending over 
the last few months we are praying will come into membership in the coming weeks. 

• for several non-believers or very weak believers who attend the church from time to time, that the Lord would 
continue to draw them to himself. 

• for Josh’s work with Boy’s Brigade at the local Methodist Church. Most of the boys who come are from non-
believing homes and the weekly devotionals from the Word each week are their first introduction to the 
Scriptures. 

• for Nate’s visit to Hexham in April. He will be the speaker for our second biannual Hexham Bible Conference. 
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Taking the Message Home 

 
Today’s message, “The Power of Being Emptied” is taken from Philippians 2:5-11. Please take time to discuss 
the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group (HFG) 
 

• Based on today’s message, how is a Christian’s view of power, position, and influence different from 
that of the world? 

 

• Considering Philippians 2:6-8, how does Jesus Christ use His power, position, and influence?  
 

• When Paul says Christ “emptied himself,” what exactly does he mean and why is that significant?  
 

• Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 9:22, “That I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” 
How is Paul’s approach to mission an expression of Christ’s “emptying” in Philippians 2?  
 

• Discuss with those around you what a modern-day example of becoming all things to all men might 
look like. Then consider the positions of power and influence the Lord has given you. From your 
positions of influence, what would it look like for you to be emptied for others?  

 

• What was your biggest takeaway from today’s message? 
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