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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE AND REVEALS HIMSELF 
 
 

God calls His people to worship and come before Him. The Creator of all things reveals Himself through His Word and calls 
us into His presence. 

 

 

Prelude, Announcements & Preparation  
 

Introit—O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright, Vs 1 

 
Text: St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1571-1621. 

 

Call to Worship—Psalm 103:17-23 
 

Pastor: The steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,  
and his righteousness to children’s children, 

All:  to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments. 
Pastor: The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,  
All:  and his kingdom rules over all. 
Pastor: Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word,  

obeying the voice of his word! 
All:  Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! 
Pastor: Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. 
All:  Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

  
 

Hymn of Praise—O For a Thousand Tongues, Vs 1 & 2 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829, Arr. By Lowell Mason, 1839. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise—Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; Music: ST. DENIO, Traditional Welsh Melody. 

 

New Testament Reading—1 John 5:1-5 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is 
it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  

Elder:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.  

 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE & RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s 
favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Sung Response—Search Me, O God 
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Text: J. Edwin Orr, 1936; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2018. © 2018 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 

 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin—based on Ephesians 2:1-7 & Romans 6:12 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. We once walked in the path of this world  
following the pattern of it and the spirit of the age. 

 

All:  And we were dead in trespasses and sins. 
 

Pastor: We all once lived in the passions of our flesh,  
carrying out the desires of the body and the desires of the mind. 

 

All:  We were by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind. 
 

Pastor: But You, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which You loved us,  
even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

 

All:  You made us alive together with Christ. 
 

Pastor: By grace You saved us and raised us up with Christ  
and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Him. 

 

All:  In the coming ages You will show the immeasurable riches of Your grace  
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in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 
 

Pastor: Give us the grace and faith to not let sin reign in our mortal bodies,  
to not obey its passions. 

 
 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon—from I Peter 1:18-21 
 

Know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest 
in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise—Come Ye Souls, By Sin Afflicted 

 
 

Text: Joseph Swain, 1792; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2005. © 2005 Greyfriars Press, Used by Permission. 
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GOD TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 
The Reading of the Word—Romans 6:15-23 

 
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!16 Do you 

not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,18 and, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness 
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 
sanctification. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were 
you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things 
is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades;  
All:  But the Word of our God will stand forever.  

 
 

Sermon—For Freedom Set Free, Part 2 
Slaves of God: When Obedience Becomes Your Happy Choice     —Nate Shurden, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sung Response—O Praise the Father 



 8 

 
Text: John Mason, 1683; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2011. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven  

and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*  “Catholic” refers to the universal church of God’s people throughout all time and from all places 
 
 
 

Sung Response—Gloria 
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CCLI #11121087  Text: Luke 2:14; Music: FRANKLIN GLORIA, Gregory D Wilbur, 2012  ©2012 Greyfriars Press. 

 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

God offers to His people the gift of communion with Him through the grace of the sacrament and we 
respond in thanksgiving. 
 

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Table 
 

Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians. We invite all baptized Christians who are members of a 
congregation that proclaims the gospel, and who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully for Christ to join us. 
 

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in 
prayer. You can find some sample prayers on the next page. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider 
your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. 
 

At Cornerstone, we come forward to receive communion. You may take the bread at the first table and then proceed 
to either side for the wine/grape juice. 

 
Hymn of Communion—There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
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Text: William Cowper, 1771; Music: FOUNTAIN, Lowell Mason, 1830. 

 
Hymn of Communion—Trust And Obey 
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Text:  John H. Sammis, 1887; Music: TRUST AND OBEY, Daniel B. Towner, 1887. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Lord’s Supper 
 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate on one of the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads 
to the life you promise. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Belief.  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I am 
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order 
to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
my Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment. Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the 
fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise—In Christ Alone 
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CCLI #11121087 © 2002 Thankyou Music; Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT TO BE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste 
of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
 
 
 

Benediction—1 Peter 1:8-9 
 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. Amen. 

 
 
 

Sung Response—Barocha (Numbers 6:24) 

 
CCLI #11121087 © 1989 Birdwing Music; Text and Music: Michael Card, 1989. 
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Prayer Focus—Richie Sessions is the Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) campus minister for 
Vanderbilt University.  RUF is the campus ministry organization of the Presbyterian Church in 
America.  RUF has experienced rapid growth the past few years, and currently has 140 chapters at 
different college campuses spread over 37 states, Mexico, Columbia and the Czech Republic.  More than 
just a ministry on the university, RUF seeks to be a ministry for the university.  It strives to serve in this 
unique stage of a student’s life in the world they live in, exploring together how the Lordship of Christ 
informs every area of life.   Please pray for the Vanderbilt RUF in the following ways: 
• Pray for Richie and interns Blair, Grace Anne, Jamison and Joshua as they meet with students. 
• Pray that Large Group (Wed. at 8:00) would be a welcoming place where students can worship and 

hear the gospel. 
• Pray for the RUF student leaders, that they would be unified in the RUF  mission to reach students 

for Christ and equip them to serve. 
• Pray for the Sessions family. 
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Taking the Message Home 
 
Today’s message, “Slaves of God: When Obedience Becomes Your Happy Choice” is taken from Romans 
6:15-23. Please take time to discuss the questions below with your family, friends, or Home Fellowship Group 
(HFG) 
 

• It has been said that the freedom to choose what one wants is the last virtue in America. Reflecting 
on today’s message, how is this idea of freedom incomplete or shortsighted?   

 

• According to Paul, being a Christian means we’re dead to sin and slaves of righteousness. If that’s the 
case, why do we still find sin so appealing and righteousness difficult after becoming a Christian? Does 
this ever change? If so, how? 

 

• It has been said that Christian freedom has more to do with the change in masters than the change in 
the slave. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

 

• The Bible assumes that every choice is a direction, and so real freedom is not simply the ability to 
choose but choosing the right direction. How can you illustrate this? How does Jesus Christ illustrate 
this on the cross? 
 

• How do you personally need to apply today’s teaching? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORNERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Presbyterian Church in America 

Pastor: Nate Shurden (618-4707 Office) or nate@cstonepres.org 
Assistant Pastor: Ben Griffith at ben@cstonepres.org 

Assistant Pastor: Tony Giles (430-8801) or tony@cstonepres.org 
Worship and Chief Musician: Greg Wilbur (512-4156) or greg@cstonepres.org 

Office Administrator: Susan Bumpus (618-4707) or office@cstonepres.org 
Home Fellowship Coordinator: Bob Wolk or HFG@cstonepres.org 

Women’s Ministry: Martha Brooks and Julie Kesler at women@cstonepres.org 
Men’s Ministry: Ron Moffat or men@cstonepres.org 

Acting Youth Director: Taylor Thompson (717-371-0848) or youth@cstonepres.org 
Children’s Director: Meredith Suits (865-250-3579) or elementary@cstonepres.org 

Nursery Coordinator: Christy Shurden or nursery@cstonepres.org 
Prayer Requests: prayer@cstonepres.org 

 

Ruling Elders 
Randy Allen (260-1884)    Chuck Emerson: Emeritus (943-8443)   Jim Payne (497-0613) 
Terry Cheney (579-7089)     Joe Haworth (289-7543)      Jim Smith (347-4188) 

 

Deacons 
Mark Elliott (477-1041)    Kevin McClung (243-9228)    Larry Thompson (901-734-1520) 
Gene King (806-3726)     Jim Robinson (587-0442)    Bob Vermilye (599-9577) 
Mike Payne (579-6453)     Todd Russell (319-4803)    David Steffens (557-5316) 

 

*On Sabbatical        
 

Post Office Box 407  Franklin, Tennessee  37065 
www.cornerstonepresfranklin.org  (615) 618-4707 



 17 

 

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version 
 


